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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

Under Article I,Sec.11 of theWashingtonStateConstitution no public money or
propertymay be appropriated or used for any religious worship,exercise, or
instruction, orforthesupport ofany religious establishment. A chaplain, however,
may be employedby thestate forits custodial, correctional, and mentalinstitutions,
orby a county’s orpublic hospital district’s hospital, health carefacility, orhospice
as isdeemed justified by theLegislature.

As originally adoptedin 1889, Article I,Sec. 11 provided no exceptions to the
prohibition against theappropriation oruseofpublic money orproperty forreligious
purposes.In1904, however,Article I,Sec.11 was amended toallowthestate to
employa chaplain forthestate penitentiary and any state reformatories as deemed
tobe justified by theLegislature. Thissection was amended again in1957, replacing
state penitentiaries– and reformatories– withstate custodial, correctional, and
mentalinstitutions.– In1993, Article I,Sec.11 was amended a third timetoallow
a chaplain tobe employedby a county’s orpublic hospital district’s hospital, health
carefacility, orhospice as deemed tobe justified by theLegislature.

An amendment toa state constitutional provision must be agreedtoby two-thirds of
theelected members ofbothhousesoftheLegislature, and it must be submitted to
thequalified voters ofthestate fortheir approval atthenextgeneral election.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

The constitutional provision precluding theappropriation ofpublic money for religious
purposesisamended toallowa chaplain tobe employedby thestate ora county,
city, town,orspecial district for lawenforcement agencies, fire suppression agencies,
oremergencymedical response agencies asdeemed tobe justified by theLegislature.
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