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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

Federal law requires a state orpolitical subdivision toprovide non-English language
voting materials and assistance if more than5 percent ofits citizens aremembers of
a single-language minority group.Voterswho require assistance inmarkingballots
due toblindness, disability orinability toreadorwrite may choosea persontoassist
them.

Several actsareprohibited inpolling places orwithin 300 feet ofpolling places on the
day ofan election orprimary. Prohibited actsinclude: 1)persuading orattempting to
persuade a voter tovotefororagainst a candidate orballot measure,2)circulating
cardsorhandbills ofany kind, and 3)engaging inany practice that interferes withthe
freedomofvoters ortheadministration ofthepolling place.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

Qualifications and restrictions forinterpreters areestablished. These qualifications
and restrictions do notapply toa personbrought tothepolling place by a voter toact
as hisorherinterpreter.

Qualification ofinterpreters

Interpreters must applyto the countyauditor by the Friday beforea primaryor
election. Interpreters must demonstrate that theyarecertified asan interpreter by the
Office oftheAdministrator oftheCourtsorby theDepartmentofSocial and Health
Services (DSHS) or possessa letter of qualification as an interpreter from DSHS.
Interpreters must present a letter of authorization from thecountyauditor to the
precinct election supervisor before providing interpretation.
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Actsprohibited

Interpreters areprohibited from:1)electioneering; 2)wearingclothing witha name,
sloganorsymbolassociated witha campaign,political party, or interest group;3)
touching a ballot otherthantheir own; and 4) interfering withvoters, the voting
process, or the work of poll workers. Interpreters must comply with any other
guidelines orrules established by thecountyauditor.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsessioninwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


