HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 2781
Regulating polling placdnterpreters Hrg.Date: 2/3/98
Brief Title
Reps.Dunn/Honeyford Staff: John Carmichael
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7093
BACKGROUND:

Federal law requires a state orpolitical subdivision toprovide non-English language
voting materials and assistance if more than5 percent ofits citizens aremembers of
a single-language minority group.Votersvho require assistance inmarkingballots
duetoblindness, disability orinability toreadorwrite  may choosea persortoassist
them.

Several actsareprohibited  inpolling places orwithin 300 feet ofpolling places onthe
dayofan election orprimary. Prohibited actdnclude: 1)persuading orattempting to
persuade a voter tovotefororagainst a candidate orballot measure2)circulating
cardorhandbills  ofanykind, and3)engaging inanypractice that interferes withthe
freedomofvoters  ortheadministration  ofthepolling place.

SUMMARY:
Qualifications and restrictions forinterpreters areestablished. These qualifications
andrestrictions do notapply toa persorbrought tothepolling place by avoter toact

as hisorherinterpreter.

Qualification ofinterpreters

Interpreters must applyto the county auditor by the Friday beforea primaryor
election. Interpreters mustdemonstrate that theyarecertified asaninterpreter bythe
Office oftheAdministrator  oftheCourtsorby theDepartmenbfSocial and Health
Services (DSHS) or possessa letter  of qualification as an interpreter from DSHS.
Interpreters must present a letter of authorization from the countyauditor to the
precinct election supervisor before providing interpretation.
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Acts prohibited

Interpreters areprohibited from:1)electioneering;  2)wearingclothing  witha name,

slogarorsymbolassociated witha campaignpolitical party, orinterest group3)
touching a ballot otherthantheir =~ own; and 4) interfering  withvoters, thevoting
process, orthework of poll workers. Interpreters must comply with any other

guidelines orrules established by thecountyauditor.
FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsessionnwhich bill igpassed.



