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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

1. Open public records generally.

The openpublic records lawrequires that all public records ofstate agencies and local
governmentsbe open forpublic inspection and copyingunless expressly excluded.
Among otherexpress exclusions, thefollowing public records arenotavailable for
inspection and copying by thepublic: (1)Personal information infiles thedisclosure
of which would violate the right to privacy; (2)certain taxpayer information; (3)
certain financial and commercialinformation supplied by individuals applying for
various programs; and (4)valuable formulae ordesigns.

Unless specifically authorized, theopenpublic records lawdoesnotauthorize theuse
oflists ofindividuals forcommercial purposes.The term commercial purposes– is
notdefined.

2. Statetaxinformation.

Statetax returns and information are confidential and privileged. However, the
DepartmentofRevenue isexpressly authorized todisclose certain taxinformation,
including: (1)Sharing such information withlaw enforcement agencies and other
governmental agencies; and (2)taxpayer names, addresses, and otherinformation

notassociated withtaxinformation– ifthis information isnotused forcommercial
purposes.The term commercial purposes– isnotdefined.

3. Motorvehicle registration information.

The Department ofLicenses may provide lists oftheownersofregistered vehicles for
various purposes, including theprovision ofinformation tomotorvehicle dealers and
businesses makingloansforthepurchase ofmotorvehicles.
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4. Public electronic records withpersonally identified information.

Stateand local governmentsthatcollect and enter personally identified information
into electronic records arerequired toestablish procedures forindividuals toreview
this information and recommend changestheyfeel arenotaccurate.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

Changes aremade tothedisclosure and use ofpersonally identifiable information in
public records.

1. Stateagencies ingeneral.

State agencies may furnish lists ofpublic information topublic agencies and toprivate
data base companies providing on-line computer data base services with data
consisting primarily ofpublic records. Prior toproviding theselists toprivate data
basecompanies, thestate agencymustobtain written agreement andassurances that
thedatabasecompany will onlysupply this information togovernmental agencies or
toprivate businesses thatarenotengagedincommercial solicitation. Commercial
solicitation isdefined as soliciting personsorbusinesses identified inpublic records
forpecuniary benefit.

2. DepartmentofLicensing.

The Departmentof Licensing isgivenexpressauthority to provide lists of public
information toprivate databasecompaniesundertherestrictions described above.
A private databasecompany may notprovide theselists toanyoneelse, exceptfor
purposes authorized by law.

3. DepartmentofRevenue.

The DepartmentofRevenue isgivenexpress authority toprovide lists of taxpayer
names and addresses, and certain othernon-taxinformation, to private database
companiesundertherestrictions described above.

4. Notice ofpublic information disclosure.

Stateagencies and local governmentsthatcollect information subject todisclosure
must, to the extentpracticable, post public noticethatthe information may be
disclosed as partofa public record.When requested, state and local governments
must provide written statements detailing thepotential disclosure ofpublic records
and thecommon business usesofthesepublic records.
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Eachstate agencyand local governmentisrequired tomaintain a list ofall agreements
withother governments and business entities fortherelease and disclosure ofpublic
records information.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


