HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 2725
Public Disclosure Commission/Subpoenas Hrg Date: 2/3/98
Brief Title
Reps.Dunn/Koster Staff: Caroleen Dineen
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.

Phone:786-7156

BACKGROUND:
The Public Disclosure Commission(PDC)isa five-member boardappointed by the
GovernowiththeconsenbftheSenate. PDC members areappointed foffive-year
terms.

The PDC igharged withenforcing lawsrelated topublic records, campaignfinancing,
lobbyist registration and reporting, political advertising, financial reporting ofpublic
officials, and campaign contribution limitations. @ The PDC isalsochargedwith
investigating whether reporting  requirements have been satisfied and whether
violations ofpublic disclosure lawshave occurred.

The PDC isauthorized todetermine ifany public disclosure law has been violated.
Before issuing an order regarding sucha determination, thePDC must holda hearing.
Inlieu ofholding thehearing, thePDC may refer matters totheattorney general or
appropriate law enforcement agencies.

The PDC isauthorized toissue subpoenasinconnection  withtheinvestigations  and
hearings itonducts.

SUMMARY:
The Public Disclosure Commission’s subpoenapower isrestricted.

The Public Disclosure Commission must obtaira courtorderin orderno issuea
subpoenainconnection  withits investigations and hearings.

FISCAL NOTE: Not Requested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.



