HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 2672
Requiring election procedure manuals Hrg Date: 1/27/98
Brief Title
Reps.D. Schmidt/Scott Staff: SteveLundin
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.

Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:
The Secretary ofStatashechief elections officer ofthestate andisauthorized to

adoptrules relating toelection matters thaimplemenstate statutes.

Countyauditors arethelocal election officials who conducelections throughout their
counties.

SUMMARY:

Each countyauditor isrequired todevelopan election procedures manual forthe
countythatisorganized clearly and written usingtextthatiseasily understood.
Copiesofthemanualmust be distributed atno costothepublic uponrequest. The
Secretary of Stateassists  inpreparation of thesemanualsby providing a model
manualdescribing general election procedures.

Various matters arerequired tobe described inthemanualjncluding adiscussion of
different typesofballots and how theyareprocessed and tabulated, theelectronic

vote tallying system used by the county,how a voter’s registration may be
challenged, how votesarecanvassedand certified by thecountycanvassing  board,
write-in voting and thetallying ofwrite-in  votes, when and how atrue duplicate copy
ofa ballot ismade, theappointment  ofobservers by majorpolitical parties, appeals
toa canvassing board, and recounting votes.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill igpassed.



