HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 2575
Restrictions on PDC members’ activities Hrg Date: 1/28/98
Brief Title
Reps.Pennington/D. Schmidt Staff: Caroleen Dineen
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7156
BACKGROUND:

Chapter42.17 RCW, Washington’s  public disclosure statute, includes a policy of
promoting full disclosure ofinformation relating topolitical campaignsand lobbying
contributions, aswelbsthefinancial affairs ofelected officials and candidates. This
chapter alscassuregublic accessto stateand local agencyrecords withcertain
exceptions.

The Public Disclosure Commission(the PDC-)isa five-member boardappointed by
theGovernomwiththeconsenbftheSenate. PDC members areappointed forfive-
yearterms.

PDC members are prohibited by RCW 42.17.350 from engagingin any of the
following activities:

. Holding orcampaigning fompublic office;

. Serving as an officer ofany political party orpolitical committee;

. Permitting hisorhername tobe usedinany election campaign;

. Participating inany way inany election = campaign; and

. Lobbyingoremploying  orassisting a lobbyist withlimited exceptions.

Public office— isdefined by statute toinclude any federal, stateorlocal elective
office. An election campaign-isdefined generally asany campaignsupporting or
opposing a candidate orballot proposition.

SUMMARY:

The section establishing thePublic Disclosure Commissionisamended toclarify that
thestatutory prohibitions applybothwithin and outside thestate ofWashington.

PDC members are expressly prohibited from engagingin any of the activities
enumeratednRCW 42.17.350, regardless ofwhethertheactivity occurswithin - or
outside Washington.
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Organizational changesaremade tothesection. References toappointment andinitial
termsofPublic  Disclosure Commissionmembers aredeleted.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill igpassed.



