
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL 2498
Recognizing a title for recreational therapists.

Health Care Committee 29 Janury 1998
Washington State House of Representatives

SPONSORS:RepresentativesCodyandDyer.

BACKGROUND:Currently,personspracticingrecreationaltherapyarenotregulatedasahealthprofessionbythe
state. Recreationaltherapyreferstothe prescribeduseofrecreationalandotheractivities,includingcounseling,
astreatmentinterventionstoimprovefunctionallivingcompetenceofpersonswithphysical,cognitive,emotional,
behavioral,and/orsocialdisability.Theprimarypurposeofrecreationaltherapyis torestoreorrehabilitatepersons
in ordertoimprovefunctioningandindependenceaswell asreduceoreliminatetheeffectsofillnessordisability.

TheOmnibusCredentialingActfor CounselorsrequirestheregistrationwiththeDepartmentofHealthofpersons
employingtherapeutictechniques,for a fee,that assistindividualsinthe ameliorationoradjustmentofmental,
emotional,orbehavioralproblemstoachievesensitivityawarenessofselfandothers,andtodevelophumanpotential.
Thisactalsoencompassestheregistrationofhypnotherapists,andthecertificationofsocialworkers,mentalhealth
counselors,andmarriageandfamilytherapists.

SUMMARY:Personspracticingrecreationaltherapyarerequiredtoregisterascounselorsunderstatelaw.
Applicantsmayregisterasrecreationaltherapistsif employingrecreationaltherapyasamodality.Thepracticeof
recreationaltherapyis nottobeconstruedasnecessarilylimitedtocounseling.
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