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Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 2484
Determining Violations ofPublic Disclosure Law Hrg Date: 1/28/98
Brief Title
Reps.Lisk/Appelwick Staff: SteveLundin
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.
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BACKGROUND:

Statevoters approvedinitiative 276 in1972. Initiative 276 prohibited theuse of
public facilities irmcampaign, required campaigrexpenditures tobereported, required
publicofficials to reportheifinancial affairs, required personslobbyinghe
Legislature orstate agencies toregister andreport their expenditures, required public
recordsto be open forpublignspection and copyingand createdthe Public
Disclosure Commission (PDC)as theagencytoreceive thesereports and enforce
theseprovisions.

Additional provisions were later added tothis chapter oflaws,including Initiative
Measure 134, whichwas approvedoy state voters in1992, thatestricted political
advertising and campaigncontributions.

1. Public Disclosure Commission.

The PDC receives thesecampaign,financial, and lobbying reports, investigates
whetherany violations  of public disclosure laws have occurred, enforces public
disclosure laws, and prepares annual reports on theeffectiveness ofpublic disclosure
lawsand any resulting action takenby law enforcement  agencies.

Ifthe PDC determines thatan apparentviolation of public disclosure laws has
occurred imay either:

0 Reportheapparent violation totheAttorney General orother appropriate
law enforcement authorities; or

o0 Investigate theapparent violation and ifdetermines thatk violation has
occurred, thePDC may issue an ordedirecting thata personceaseand
desist fromcertain actions ormay issue civil fines ofnottoexceed$1,000
fora single violation ornottoexceed$2,500 iimultiple violations have
occurred.
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An order issued by thePDC may be appealed tosuperior court.

If a court determines that aviolation oftheseprovisions hasoccurred, it may impose
a civil penalty ofnottoexceed$10,000 foreach violation.

2. Office of Administrative Hearings.

The Office of Administrative Hearings isestablished toprovide administrative law
judges who preside overhearings fostate agencies that arerequired before an order
may be issued ibfficials oftheagencyarenotauthorized tomake final decisions.
Ordersoy an administrative  law judgemay become final ora party toa proceeding
may petition theagencyhead toreviewtheorder.

SUMMARY:

The PDC may no longerdetermine if aviolation ofpublic disclosure lawshasoccurred
and may refer an apparent violation toappropriate lawenforcement agencies ormay
petition an administrative law judgetodetermine  if violation hasoccurred.

If anadministrative lawjudge determines that aviolation ofpublic disclosure lawshas
occurred, thePDC may issue and enforce an order underits existing authorities.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.



