HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill No.HB 2474
Clarifying _gifts—/ethics inpublic _service Hrg Date: 1/28/98
Brief Title
Reps.Pennington/Appelwick Staff: John Carmichael
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7093
BACKGROUND:

The Ethics inPublic Service Actprohibits state officers and employeesromseeking
oraccepting certain gifts. Generally, state officers and employeesarenotallowed to
acceptgifts  worth more than $50. The valueof gifts givento an officer’s or
employee’s family member isincluded when determining ithe$50 limit has been
exceeded, unless thefamily member hasanindependent relationship withthedonor.

The actexcludesseveral itemsfrom the definition of gift— Itemsfrom family
members orfriends thaareclearly notdesigned togainnfluence areexcluded from
the definition.  Anotherexclusion allowsstateofficers and employeesto accept
payment of enrollment feesand reasonable travel expensestoattendseminars or
educational programs.The programanust be sponsored by a nonprofit professional,
educational, ortrade association orcharitable institution.

Summary:

The valueofgifts  givertotheguestofa state officer oremployeeiscountednthe
same way asgifts giventofamily = members.

Stateofficers  or employeesmay acceptenroliment feesand reasonable travel
expenses for seminarsand educational programs sponsoredby governmental
associations or institutions, in addition to programs sponsoredby nonprofit
associations orinstitutions.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill igpassed.



