HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 2435
Reporting ofindependent campaignexpenditures Hrg Date: 1/28/98
Brief Title
Reps.Pennington/Appelwick Staff: SteveLundin
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7127
BACKGROUND:

Initiative 276 was approved byvoters inl972. Among other requirements, Initiative
276 requires various reports of campaignexpenditures tobe filed withthe Public
Disclosure Commission(PDC)and countyauditors.

Eachcandidate and political committeagequired  tofile areport onits contributions
received, andexpenditures made,since filing thelast report atthefollowing intervals:
(1) On the21 * dayand7 ™ dayimmediately preceding theelection; (2) onthel0 ™ day
ofthefirst month after theelection; and (3pn thel0™  day ofeachmonth inwhich

no othereports arerequired tobe filed.

Eachperson who makes anindependent expenditure of$100 ormoreduring thesame
election campaigninsupport oforopposition toacandidate orballot proposition, who
doesnototherwise havetofile areport asa candidate orpolitical committee, must
file areport oftheindependent expenditure atthefollowing intervals: (1On the21 *
day and 7 ™ day immediately preceding theelection; (2)on thel0™  day ofthefirst
month after theelection; and (3)on the10™  day ofeach month inwhich no other
reports arerequired tobe filed.

[Note: Thereappeargobe a definition probleminthePDC laws. The term
independent expenditure— idefined asa cumulative amount ofexpenditures
of $500 or more expended forthe benefit of a candidacy. However,
substantive provisions ofthePDC lawrefer toindependent expenditures foior
against a candidacy orballot proposition andrequire reporting if theamount of
theexpenditure is$100 ormore.]
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SUMMARY:

1. New special reports on independent expenditures of$1,000 ormore.

A personmust file a special reportviththe PDC who makes an independent
expenditure within 21 daysofan election thatotals $1,000 ormore tosupport a
candidate or oppose a candidate’s opponentor to supportor oppose a ballot
proposition. The special report must be filed within 24 hoursoron thefirst working
day after thepolitical advertising ispublished orotherwise presented tothepublic.
Filing may be by facsimile orother electronic means,guaranteed overnight delivery,
orby personal delivery.

Once a personisrequired  tofile sucha special report, an additional special report
must be filed foreachsubsequent independent expenditure ofany size ismade.

2. Notarized declarations on various reports.

A personwho files anyindependent expenditure report, orareport asa candidate or
political committee must alsofile a notarized affidavit or declaration thatan
independent expenditure was notmade incooperation, consultation, orconcert with,
orattherequest  orsuggestion ofthecandidate.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.



