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Refining statutes related tocountytreasurers Hrg.Date1/21/98
Brief Title
Reps.Alexander/Wolfe Staff Contact: S.Lundin
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7127
BACKGROUND:

Countytreasurers perform awidenumberoffinancial functions for thecountyand for
othegovernments.

1. Property taxes.

Countytreasurers collect property taxesmposedby all  jurisdictions.

The countytreasurer paysacity theamount ofroaddistrict property taxeghat have
beenlevied butnotcollected on any property annexedby thecity.

Countytreasurers auction property after thesuperior court hasentered ajudgement
against theproperty fordelinquent property taxes. The minimum acceptable  bidat
theauction istheamount of delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and costs.The
countyacquires theproperty ino one bidsatleast the minimum acceptable bid.
Property so acquiredoy a county is called tax-title property.—Countiesare
authorized tomanage tax-titte landsy devoting them topublic usesgxchangethe
landsforotherdands, manage thelandsto producemaximum revenue, leasethe
lands, and sell thelands.

2. Disbursal ofmoney by warrants and electronic transfer.

County auditors disburse money by warrantdssuedand attested by the county
auditor. General statutory authority exists focountytreasurers  toreceive, disburse,
and transfer public fundsby wireor otheelectronic communication inaccordance
withstandards established by theStateAuditor.

3. Segregation ofspecial assessments.

Local governments that create local improvement districts (LID’s), andimposespecial

assessmentson benefitted landinthe LID to finance public improvements, are
authorized tosegregate a special assessmenthatwvas imposedon a parcel ithe

parcel isdivided. Such a segregation involves dividing thespecial assessmentnto

smaller amounts and applying theseamounts toeach lothaiscreated outofthe

parcel.
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4. Public depositories.

The Staté~inance Committee(composedofthestate treasurer, lieutenant governor,
and governor) designates financial institutions inthe stateéhatmay actas public
depositories wherepublic moneys may bedeposited. Countytreasurers designate one
ormore ofthesepublic depositories as public depositories where theymay invest
moneys theyhold.

5. General obligation bonds.

Local governments areauthorized toissue general obligation bondswhetherornotthe
bonds arephysical instruments. A special district thausesthecountytreasurer as
itstreasurer  must notify the county treasurer  at leasB80 days in advance of
authorizing general obligation bonds.

6. Realestate excise taxes.

Countytreasurers collect excise taxesmposedon real estate transactions, including
thestate’s real estate excise taxand up tofoudifferent excise taxeghatounties,
cities, and towns may impose. A $2 feeiscollected on all transactions thatare
exempt fromthestate’s  excise taxon real estate transactions.

SUMMARY:

A variety ofchangesaremade inlawsrelating tocountytreasurers.

1. Transfer ofroaddistrict  property taxes.

Atleast 30 daysprior totheeffective dateofacity annexing territory, thecity must
provide a list ofannexedparcel numberstothecountytreasurer by certified mail.
The countytreasurer ionlyrequired  toremit tothecity thoseroaddistrict  property
taxeghatrecollected 30 daysormore after receiving this notice.

2. Disbursal ofmoneys.

The countyauditor must attest toa transfer ofmoney before thecountytreasurer
may electronically transfer themoney.

Continued
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3. Segregation ofspecial assessments.

A copy ofany segregation ofspecial assessments thaisapproveddy theboardof
commissioners ofa PUD ora water-sewer district, orthecountylegislative authority
concerning a roadimprovemendistrict, must be delivered tothecountytreasurer.
The countytreasurer segregates thespecial assessment after beingpaida $3 feefor
eachtract oflandcreated fromastheresult ofdividing a parcel.

4. Authorizing bank accountsand bank carddepository services.

Countytreasurers mustauthorize all bankaccounts andbankcarddepository services.

5. General obligation bonds.

The authority iliminated fotocal governments toissue bondsthat arenotphysical
instruments. A special district witha treasurer other thanthecountytreasurer must
notify thecountytreasurer atleast 30 daysinadvanceofissuing general obligation
bonds.

6. Liens on delinquent water-sewer district charges.

A lien arises on delinquent rates and chargesand connection  chargesmposedby a
water-sewer district when thedistrict certifies thedelinquency tothecountyauditor
rather thanthecountytreasurer.

7. Realestate excise taxes.

A county, city, ortown governing body mustsendthecountytreasurer theresolution
it adoptamposing oneofthefour different real estate excise taxes suchgovernments
may imposeatleast 60 daysprior tothecollection date.

The countytreasurer collects a$2 feefor all transactions wherethestate’'s excise tax
calculates toless than$2.

8. Property taxes.

Money idefined for purposes ofproperty tadawasconstituting federally issued coin
andpapemoney,rather thangoldandsilver coin, goldandsilver certificates, treasury
notes, UnitedStates notes, and bank notes.

Statutes relating totax-title property arecodified into asingle chapter oflaw.Several
sections oflaw dealing withthemanagement oftax-title property arerepealed.
Continued
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FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill igpassed.



