
HOUSE BILL ANALYSIS
HB 2313

Brief Description: Revising the regulation of elevators, escalators, and other conveyances.

Sponsors: Representatives Wood and Boldt, by the request of the Department of Labor and
Industries.

Hearing: January 15, 1998

BACKGROUND:

TheDepartmentofLaborandIndustriesadministersandenforcesa statutoryprogramprovidingfor thesafeoperation,
erection,installation,alteration,inspection,andrepairofpubliclyandprivatelyownedelevators,escalators,
dumbwaiters,beltmanlifts,movingwalks,andothersimilarconveyances.TheDepartmentofLaborandIndustries
administersthisprogramthroughtheSupervisorofBuildingandConstructionSafetyInspectionServices.However,the
SupervisorofIndustrialSafetyandHealthis responsiblefor regulatinghandpoweredelevators,beltmanliftsandone-
mancapacitymanliftsongrainelevators.

Aninstallationpermitmustbeobtainedfromthedepartmentbeforea conveyanceis built,installed,moved,oraltered.
Anoperatingpermitis requiredfor eachconveyanceoperatedin thestate. A permitis notrequiredfor repairsand
replacementnormallynecessaryfor maintenancewhenpartsofequivalentmaterials,strength,anddesignareused.The
statuteexemptsfromregulationconveyanceswithin,andownedbya city withanelevatorcodeofequalrequirements
tothoseofthe department.Thestatutealsoexemptsfromregulationconveyancespermanentlyremovedfromservice,
andcertainlifts builttemporarilyfor constructionwork.Thestatuterequiresannualinspectionandtestingof
conveyancesbythe department.

Thedepartmenthasadoptedrules,andhasestablishedfeesfor theenforcementandadministrationofthe statute.

SUMMARY OFBILL:

Variouselevatingdevicesincludedin thetermconveyance–areaddedanddefined.

Inspectionresponsibilityfor handpoweredelevators,beltmanliftsandone-mancapacitymanliftsongrainelevatorsare
changedfromtheSupervisorofIndustrialSafetyandHealthtothe SupervisorofBuildingandConstructionSafety
InspectionServices.Thebill makesclearthatonlyconstructionpersonnelmayrideanelevatorwitha limiteduse–
permit,andthatprivateresidenceconveyanceownersareexemptfromtheoperatingpermitrequirement,unlessheor
sherequestsanoperatingpermit.

TheDepartmentmayassessa penaltyfor thefailureofanemployertocorrecta violationafternotificationof
inspectionresults.
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RULESAUTHORITY:None.

FISCALNOTE:Requested on January 9, 1998.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Normal.
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