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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

Procedures differ forprocessing and tabulating absentee ballots and ballots thatare
castatpolling places.

Absenteeballot return envelopes may be openedand subsequently– processed
commencing on thetenthday prior totheprimary orelection forwhich theyare
issued. Inaddition, absentee ballots may be removed frominner security
envelopes and all thenormalprocessing stepsmay be performed toprepare these
ballots fortabulation– atthattimeifelectronic votetallying systemsareused.
Absenteeballots may notbe tabulated until after theclose ofthepolls on theday
oftheorprimary election forwhich theyareissued.

Ballots castatpolling places may be picked up before polls areclosed and must be
picked up after theclose ofthepolls. Theseballots may be counted– after they
arepicked up but election returns– may notbe released prior totheclose of
polling places.

Ballots collected frompolling places aremanually inspected for damage,write-in
votes, and incorrect orincomplete marks–and a trueduplicate copy ofa ballot is
made ifthevotetallying systemcannotproperly counttheballot as a result of
damage orincorrect orincomplete marks. The remakingofballots must be done in
thepresence ofwitnesses. Absenteeballots aresimilarly inspected and remade.

SUMMARY:

Greater specificity ismade forprocessing and tabulation ofabsentee ballots and
ballots thatarecastatpolling places and forinspecting and potential remakingof
all typesofballots thatcannotbe readby votetallying systems.
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1. Processing and tabulating absentee ballots.

Itisclarified thatabsentee ballots may be fully processed up tothepoint of
running theballots through votetallying systemscommencing 10 daysprior tothe
dateoftheprimary orelection forwhich theyareissued. Absenteeballots may
notbe runthrough votetallying systemsuntil 7:00 a.m.on theday oftheprimary
orelection, butresults may notbe tabulated until after theclosing ofthepolls.

The chair ofthecentral committeeofeachmajorpolitical party ina countyis
notified when theprocessing and openingabsentee ballot return envelopes will
commence and isaskedtoappoint atleast fourofficial observers. The failure to
appoint official observers, orthefailure ofappointed observers toattend all ora
portion oftheprocessing and tabulating ofabsentee ballots, doesnotpreclude the
processing and tabulation ofabsentee ballots.

2. Tabulating ballots castatpolling places.

Ballots thatarepicked up frompolling places may notbe tabulated until after the
close ofthepolls, butthis restriction doesnotapplytotheexisting authority for
paperballots tobe tabulated atpolling places prior totheclose ofthepolls.

3. Inspecting and makingtrueduplicate copies ofa ballot.

The following procedures areestablished formanually inspecting bothabsentee
ballots and ballots castatpolling places and remakinga trueduplicate copy ofa
ballot thatisdamaged orhas incorrect orincomplete marks:

o An absentee ballot may be duplicated during theinitial processing of
absentee ballots commencing 10 daysprior totheprimary orelection,
buta ballot castatpolling places may notbe duplicated until all other
ballots castatpolling places have been tabulated.

o Duplicate ballots must be ofa different color thanoriginal ballots.

o A team oftwo peoplemake eachduplicate ballot.

o The same identification number ismarked on theupperright hand
corner oran original ballot and theduplicate thatismade ofthe
original ballot.

o The names ofthetwo persons who remade theballots must be clearly
written on boththeoriginal and duplicate ballots.
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o After tabulation, eachoriginal ballot must be stapled toits duplicate
ballot and setsoforiginal and duplicate ballots groupedby
congressional, legislative, and precinct order and stored insealed
containers.

Notice oftheduplication ofballots must be made inthesame manner as notice of
a special meetingundertheOpen Public MeetingsAct,as wellas beingsenttothe
chairs ofthecentral committees ofeachmajorpolitical party inthecounty.

4. Posters summarizing election crimesand penalties.

The Secretary ofStatemust adoptrules providing forposters summarizing election
crimesand maximum penalties tobe displayed prominently inall locations where
ballots areprocessed and tabulated.


