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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

A majorpolitical partyisdefinedas a partythathad at least one nominee for
president, UnitedStatessenator, or a state-wide office who received at least 5
percent ofthetotal votecastforoffice atthelast preceding state general election.

Each county central committee of a major political partyconsists of precinct
committeeofficers of theparty.By no later thanthesecondSaturdayinJanuary
following eacheven-numbered general election, a countycentral committee meetsfor
thepurposeoforganizing and elects a chair and vicechair.

The statecentralcommittee of each major political party consistsof one
committeemanand one committeewoman fromeachcountywho areelected by the
countycommitteeatits organizational meeting.The state central committeemeets
inJanuaryof each odd-numberedyearto organize and elect itschair and other
officers.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

The definition ofa majorpolitical party iscorrected toclarify that theeven-year state
general election when thepercentage ofvotesisusedtodetermine whethera political
party isa majorpolitical party isthelast general election atwhicheither thepresident,
a U.S.Senator, ora statewide elected officer was elected, rather thanthelast general
election.

A political party thatinitially meets thedefinition ofa majorpolitical partymay not
exercise thepowers ofmajorpolitical party until ithas organized as follows:

o A convention isheldineachcountyatwhichprecinct committeeoffers are
elected and theelected precinct committeeofficers elect a countycentral
committee.
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o The state central committeeholdsan organizational meetingon orbefore
July31stoftheyearafter thenew majorpolitical party becomes a major
political party, whichtakes theplace ofthestate central committee meeting
thatotherwise would occurinJanuaryofeach odd-numberedyear.

FISCAL NOTE: Not Requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVE DATE: The bill containsan emergency clauseand takes effectEFFECTIVE DATE:EFFECTIVE DATE:
immediately.


