
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVESHOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVESHOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill No. HB 2147Bill AnalysisBill Analysis

Revising associations oflocal governments Public Hrg:3/5/97
Brief Title

Reps.Koster/Boldt/Sheldon Staff Contact: S.Lundin
Sponsor Comm. on Govt.Admin.

Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

1. Associations oflocal governmentsand officials.

Statelaw creates, authorizes, or recognizes invarious ways associations of local
governments orlocal officials. Inone instance suchan association iscreated by state
lawasa state agency.Inall other instances theseassociations areprivate, nonprofit
organizations thatwere createdby actions of officials under generalnonprofit
incorporation statutes.

Legislation was enacted in1947 creating theWashingtonState Association ofSchool
Directors asa state agencywitha membershipconsisting ofeverylocal school board
director inthestate. The school directors’ association isfundedby membershipdues
established by theassociation, butthetotal ofall duesshall notexceed27 centsper
$1,000 ofthestatewide total ofgeneral fundreceipts received by all school districts.
The association was established to(1)coordinate programsand procedures among
school districts; (2) conductstudies anddisseminate information toschool boards; (3)
provide adviceand assistance tolocal schoolboards; (4)effect thecoordination of
policy-making, control, and management ofschooldistricts; and (5)submitreports
and recommendationsto the Superintendent of PublicInstruction on matters
pertaining toincreased efficiency ofthecommon schoolsystem.

Education service districts areauthorized topay dues toa statewide association of
education service district boardmembers. Schooldistricts areauthorized to pay
membership fees in nonprofit organizations thatpromote schooladministration,
operation, instruction, and finances.

Legislation was enactedin1939 authorizing counties todesignate theWashington
State Association ofCounties, whichhad beencreated yearsbefore, to(1)effect the
coordination of theiradministrative programs;(2) preparereportson county
operations; and (3) submitrecommendations totheGovernor and Legislature on their
joint recommendationson changes thatincrease their efficiency. Countiesare
authorized toreimburse this association fromcountycurrent expensefunds.
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Legislation was enactedin 1959 authorizing various county elected officials to



designate the Washington State Association of County ElectedOfficials as a



coordinating agencyfor thecoordination ofprogramsandtosubmit recommendations



totheGovernor andLegislature. Counties areauthorized toreimburse this association



fromcountycurrent expensefunds.



Countyplanning commissionsmay pay membershipdues oftheir commissioners in



organizations specializing inplanning.



Various special districts have been authorized instatute to create associations to



disseminate information andpromotetheeconomical operation ofthespecial districts.



The special districts may pay dues totheassociations.



Several groupsoflocal governments havecreated associations, and pay duestothe



associations, without express statutory authorization. Thisincludes theAssociation



ofWashingtonCities and WashingtonPublic Utility District Association.



2. Prohibition on use ofpublic fundsand facilities tosupport oropposea ballot



proposition orcandidacy.



State voters approved Initiative MeasureNo.276 in1972. Initiative MeasureNo.276



prohibits theuseofpublic fundstofinance political campaignsfor state orlocal office.



Initiative Measure No. 276 prohibits thedirect or indirect use ofpublic facilities to



assist inthecampaignfortheelection ofany persontooffice orforthepromotion or



opposition toany ballot proposition, except


