HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 2127
StateAgencies/info __electronically disseminated Public  Hrg:3/4/97
Brief Title
Reps.Reams/Romero/Cairnes Staff Contact: B.Mauldin
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.

Phone:786-7093

BACKGROUND:
Each state agencymust publish and make available tothepublic forinspection and
copyingitssubstantive rules, organizational descriptions, interpretive and policy
statements, and other specific information abouttheagencyand its practices. Each
stateagency must alsomake available alpublic  recordghatare not explicitly
exempted. Agenciesnay notchargefeestothepublic forinspecting, locating, or
makingthedocumentsavailable. An agencymay chargea feefoicopying arecord,

orfomakingequipment  available for members ofthepublic tocopyrecords. Thefee
may notexceedthecostofcopying.

Lastyearegislation was enactedequiring state agencies toplanforand implement
processes formakinginformation  available electronically. Agenciesmust prioritize
what information will be made available basedon what thepublic  wants and needs
most.

Stateagency—includes  everystateoffice, department, division, bureaupoard,
commission, orother state agency.

Summary:

Eachstate agencymust make available tothepublic a papercopy ofanyinformation
thatheagencydisseminates electronically, upon request.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill igpassed.



