HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 2074
Internal Operations ofCounties Public  Hrg:3/5/97
Brief Title
Reps.Alexander/Wolfe Staff Contact: Mike Spiro
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BACKGROUND:
A countymay pay twicemonthlythesalaries ofall ofits officers andemployees. The
salary ofa superior court judge, howevermay be paidonlyoncea month,andit may
notbe paiduntil  thatjudgehas disposedf all causesthatremainpendingand

undecided inhisorhercourt.

Altountybudgetappropriations lapseattheend ofthefiscal year, excepthasll
appropriation accounts aretoremairopen for a period of30 daysafter thefiscal year
endsfor thepaymentofclaims incurred against suchappropriations prior totheclose
ofthefiscal year.

Inlieu ofadopting an annuabudgeta countylegislative authority may adoptan
ordinance providing forbiennial budgetsforall countyfundswitha mid-biennium
reviewand modification  fothesecondyearofthebiennium.

Upon a resolution formally adoptedby a countyboardofcommissioners ata regular
or speciameeting,supplementabppropriations to the county budget from
unanticipated federal orstate fundsmay be made. A countyboardofcommissioners
may alsoadopta resolution  authorizing theexpenditure of money when a public
emergencywhich couldnothave been foreseen atthetimeofmakingthebudget,
requires suchan expenditure.

Everycounty official islimited inthe making of expenditures or theincurring  of
liabilities to the amount of the appropriation itemsor classes as finally fixed and
adoptedby the board of county commissioners fora countyforthe fiscal year.

Exceptincertain  public emergencies, additional limits areplacedon expenditures
made orliabilities incurred fromthecountyroadfund.
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SUMMARY:

The countyauditor ofeachcountymust pay superior court judges inthesame means
and manner provided forall otheelected countyofficials.

Altountybudgetappropriations lapseattheend ofthefiscal year, excepthasll
appropriation accountsmay remainopen fora period of 30 days,and may, atthe
auditor’'s discretion, remairopen foia period nottoexceed60 daysafter thefiscal
yearendstopay claims  incurred against suchappropriations prior totheclose ofthe
fiscal year.

Inlieu of adoptingan annualor biennial budget foraltounty funds,a county
legislative authority may adoptan ordinance orresolution providing fora biennial
budgetforany one or more of the fundsofa countyinthe same manner as for

adopting a biennial budgetforall  countyfunds.

Inaddition tothesupplemental appropriations and emergencyexpenditures that may
be made by acountylegislative authority, thecountylegislative authority may provide
by resolution a policy forsupplemental appropriations as a result ofunanticipated
fundsfromlocal revenuesources.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill igpassed.



