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BACKGROUND:

The attorney general must formulate a summary ofany proposedstate initiative or
referendum ballot measuregconsisting ofa trueand impartial ~ statement ofthe
purposeoftheballot measure. Neither thestatement northesummary may
intentionally present an argument, norbe likely tocreate prejudice, either foror

against theballot measure. Iany personsdissatisfied withthestatement  or
summary, thapersonmay appeatothesuperior courbfThurston  Countysetting
forth hisorherobjections  and requesting thathecouramend thestatement or

summary. The decision ofthesuperior courtsfinal.

SUMMARY:

The attorney general may add tothesummary ofany proposedstate initiative or
referendum ballot measurea comment on theconstitutionality and enforceability of
theballot measurejtheattorney general isfirmly convinced that, asa matteiof
settled lawtheballot measureistoa substantial degreecontrary tothestate
constitution orinconsistent withtheU.S.Constitution and laws oftheUnited

States.

Itheattorney  general adds sucha comment, theattorney general alsanust
publish a written opinion setting forth thereasons fothecomment. Ithe

comment issubject tojudicial review, thereviewing courtmay strike thecomment
iffinds thathecomment isnotjustified. However,a decision by theattorney
general nottocomment on theconstitutionality orenforceability ofa proposed
state initiative orreferendum ballot measureisnotsubject  tojudicial review.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninetydaysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill is
passed.



