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Limiting contributions forlocal offices Public Hrg:3/597
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Reps.Ogden/Pennington/Lantz Staff Contact: S.Lundin
Sponsor Comm. on Govt.Admin.
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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

No personorentity may contribute more than$500 toa candidate fortheLegislature
fora primary or general election. No personor entity may contribute more than
$1,000toa candidate for a state-wide elected office for a primary orgeneral election.

However, a bona fidepolitical partyor caucus political committee may make
contributions as follows tosuchcandidates during an election cycle:

o An amount notexceeding 50 centsmultiplied by thenumber ofregistered
voters inthedistrict or jurisdiction from which thecandidate iselected,
froma caucuspolitical committee orgoverning bodyofa state organization;
and

o An amount notexceeding 25 centsmultiplied by thenumber ofregistered
voters inthedistrict or jurisdiction from which thecandidate iselected,
fromcountycentral committees orlegislative district committees.

The same limitations areplaced on contributions tosuchofficials against whom recall
charges have been filed and toa political committeehavingexpectations ofmaking
expenditures insupport ofsuchan official.

Commencing in1994,these amountsareadjusted for inflation everytwo years by the
Public Disclosure Commission.

SUMMARY:

Contributions arelimited to candidates fortheoffices of countyexecutive, county
legislative authority, city mayor,city council, portdistrict commissioner, and public
utility district (PUD) commissionerthat are similar to existing limitations on
contributions to candidates forthe legislature and stateelected offices. Varying
limitations areprovided forcandidates forthesecountyand city elected positions
basedupon thepopulation ofthecountyorcity. A single limitation on contributions
isestablished forportdistrict and PUD commissioner.
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These limitations areas follows:

Government-
population

Limit on individual
contributions

Limit on party
contributions

Counties

ð 1 million $1,000 50 per. voter

½ mill. -< 1 mill. $ 750 40 per. voter

< ½ mill. $ 500 30 per. voter

Cities

ð ½ mill. $ 750 N.A.

< ½ mill. $ 500 N.A.

Portdist. $ 250 N.A.

PUD $ 250 N.A.

The same limitations applytoeachprimary orgeneral election. The same limitations
applytocontributions tosuch officials against whom recall chargeshave been filed
and toa political committeehavingexpectations ofmakingexpenditures insupport
ofsuchan official.

Theseamountswill be adjusted forinflation everyeven-numbered yearby thePublic
Disclosure Commissioneverytwo years.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.


