HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 1930
Restricting copyingofbirth  certificates Public Hrg:2/28/97
Brief Title
Reps.Chandler/Linville/D. Schmidt Staff Contact: S.Lundin
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7127
BACKGROUND:

The open records law requires thatall public records of stateagencies  and local
governmentsareopen to public inspection and copyingunless expressly excluded.
Among otherexpress exclusions, thefollowing public records arenotavailable for
inspection and copyindyy thepublic: (1)Personal information infiles thedisclosure
of which would violate theright toprivacy; (2)certain taxpayer information; (3)
preliminary drafts ornotes; (4)ibrary records thatisclose theidentity ofthelibrary

user; (5) certain financial andcommercial information supplied by individuals applying
fovarious programs; and (6valuable formulae ordesigns.

The open public records law does notauthorize  theuse oflists  ofindividuals for
commercial purposes unless specifically authorized by law.

SUMMARY:

Birth certificates may be inspected by thepublic butmay notbe copied.
Localegistrars and thestate registrar shall notprovide a copy ofa birth certificate
without thewritten permission oftheperson whose birth certificate igecorded bythe

birth certificate ortheparent orlegal guardian ofthepersonwvhose birth igecorded
ithepersonisa minor.

FISCAL NOTE: Not Requested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill igpassed.



