HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 1923

Advisory Comm. TaskForces/Open Public Mtgs Act Public Hrg:2/26/97
Brief Title

Reps.Sheldon/Dunn/D. Sommers Staff Contact: Bill Lynch
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7092

BACKGROUND:

The Open Public Meetings Actrequires thegoverning bodies ofpublic agencies tohold
their meetingsopen to the public unless otherwise exempted. A public agency—
includes locagovernmentsand allstateagencies, boards,commissionsand
institutions othetthanthe courts and thelLegislature.  Any subagencyofa public
agencyissubject totheopen meetinggprovisions ithesubagencyiscreated by or
pursuantto a statute, ordinance, or otherlegislative act,such as a planning
commission. A committeeof a governing body issubject to the open meetings
provisions when it acton behalf ofthegoverning body,conducts hearings, ortakes
testimony orpublic comment.

Thereisno specific  provision that subjects ataskforce oradvisory committegothe

open meetingslaws when thattaskforceor advisory committeepertains  to the
expenditure oruseoftaxreceipts, andtheGovernor hasappointed oneormore ofthe

members.

SUMMARY:

Any advisory committeeortaskforce withone ormore members appointed by the
Governor issubject totheOpen Public Meetings Actif theadvisory committeeortask
force relates totheexpenditure oruse oftaxreceipts.

FISCAL NOTE: Not Requested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.



