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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

A primary election tonominatecandidates isheldattheearlier ofthethird Tuesday
inSeptemberprior toa general election ortheseventhTuesdayprior toa general
election.

Declarations ofcandidacy forelective office aremade withthefiling officer during
regular office hoursfora five-day period beginning on thefourth Monday inJuly
and endingon thefollowing Friday, intheyearinwhich theoffice istobe filled. If
no one declares candidacy foran office during this regular filing period, a special
filing period isopenedforthree days.

A candidate may withdrawhisorhername atany timebefore theclose of
business on theThursdayfollowing theend oftheregular filing time.

Ifno one has filed forthenomination ofa majorpolitical party by thebusiness end
on theThursdayfollowing theend oftheregular filing period, themajorpolitical
party nominates its candidate on thenextday.

A convention tonominatea personas a candidate ofa minorpolitical party fora
partisan office, orfora persontofile as an independent candidate fora partisan
office, isheldduring theeight-day period offromthelast Saturday inJune through
thefirst Saturday inJuly.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

The dateoftheprimary ismoved froma dateinSeptember(theearlier ofthethird
TuesdayinSeptemberortheseventhTuesdaypreceding thegeneral election) to
thesecondTuesdayinAugust. Thisincreases thenumber ofdaysbetween the
primary and general election from49 to84 days,oran additional 35 days.
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The eight-day period when a convention may be heldtoselect a nomineetoa
partisan office by a minorparty, oras an independent candidate toa partisan
office, ismoved back so thattheconvention must be heldfromthethird Saturday
inMay tothefourth Saturday inMay, rather thanfromthelast Saturday inJune to
thefirst Saturday inJuly.

Filing periods arealtered and givenspecific names. The basic filing period iscalled
theregular filing period and thefirst day ofthis regular five-day filing period is
moved back fromthefourth Monday inJulytothesecondMonday inJune. This
increases thenumber ofdaysbetween thefirst day oftheregular filing period and
theprimary from57 to64 days,oran additional sevendays.

The three-day filing period thatisheldifno one files hisorherdeclaration of
candidacy during theregular filing period iscalled thespecial filing period. Itis
clarified thatthis special filing period isopenedfora three-day period on
Wednesday through Friday intheweek immediately following theregular filing
period, ifno personfiles fora non-partisan position orifno one files as a candidate
ofa majorpolitical party fora partisan position.

The period when a majorpolitical party selects a nominee,ifno one files as a
candidate tobe thenomineeattheregular orspecial filing period, isexpandedto
be a seven-day period after thelast day oftheclose ofthespecial filing period and
thefollowing Friday.

Itisclarified thatanother three-day filing period isopened ifa voidincandidacy
occursina nonpartisan office after one ormore eligible personshad filed foroffice
during theregular orspecial filing period.

The provisions ofthedraft takeeffect on January1,1998.

FISCAL NOTE: Not Requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Thisacttakeseffect January1,1998.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


