FINAL BILL REPORT
HB 1761

C195L 97
Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Revising provisions for mutual aid and interlocal agreements.
Sponsors. Representatives D. Schmidt, Scott, Talcott and Lambert.

House Committee on Government Administration
Senate Committee on Government Operations

Background: Each county and city is required to establish alocal organization for
emergency management and prepare a local emergency management plan. The
Adjutant General may allow two or more counties or cities to establish a single local
organization.

The Adjutant General develops a state emergency management program.

The director of each local organization for emergency management may enter into
mutual aid arrangements with other public and private agencies in the state for aid and
assistance in case of a disaster too great to be dealt with unassisted. These mutual aid
arrangements must be consistent with the state emergency management plan and
program.

If approved by the Governor, the Adjutant General and directors of local
organizations for emergency management may enter into mutual aid arrangements
with emergency management agencies or organizations in other states for reciprocal
emergency management aid and assistance in case of a disaster too great to be dealt
with unassisted.

Summary: The existing statute providing for interstate and intrastate mutual aid
agreements is repealed and a new statute with somewhat similar provisions is enacted.
Much of the detail from the existing statute relating to interstate civil defense
compacts is not included in the new statute.

A mutual aid agreement or compact may include conditions when the mutual aid is
provided, including: (1) which authorities may request and receive assistance and the
conditions when a request may be made; (2) how a request for aid is approved; (3)
control over personnel and equipment that is provided; and (4) situations when the
jurisdiction providing the aid may withdraw the aid.
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A mutual aid agreement or compact must define terms of reimbursement and
privileges and immunities enjoyed by both the jurisdiction providing the aid and
individuals from the jurisdiction providing the aid.

Votes on Final Passage:

House 94 0O
Senate 42 0

Effective: July 27, 1997
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