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BACKGROUND:
Cities, towns, and counties are authorized to construct, maintain, and operate
systemsofsewerage. Water-sewer districts have theexpress authority tocompel
property owners within an areaservedby thedistrict’s sewersto connectto the

sewer system. Cities,  towns,and counties lackheexpress statutory authority to
compelproperty ownerstoconnectosewers.

When local boardsofhealth identify failing septic systems, theyaredirected touse
their discretion inimplementing corrections, such as specifying nonwater-carried
sewage disposal devices orother alternative methodsoftreatment anddisposal asa
way to addressthe substandard conditions. A cityor county may use more
restrictive standards foffailing septic systemsif it determines thatt isnecessary to
protect thepublic health, attain state waterquality standards, orprotect shellfish and
othepublic resources.

SUMMARY:
A city, town, or countycannotrequire an existing mobilehome parkto replace
existing septicsystems which are functional with a sewer system withinthe

community,unless specific, immediate, and tangible health orsafety problemsare
established by thecity ortown.

FISCAL NOTE: Not Requested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.



