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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

The processing ofabsentee ballots may commence 10 daysprior tothedateofthe
election orprimary forwhich theyareissued.

Iftheballots will be tabulated without usingelectronic votetallying machines, the
inner security envelopes remainsealed and areplacedincontainers securedwith
numbered seals. The remaining processing and tabulating occursafter theclose of
thepolls on theday oftheelection orprimary.

Iftheballots will be tabulated usingelectronic votetallying machines, theinner
security envelope may be opened,theballots removed,and all the normal
procedural steps– may be performed before theballots areplacedinto containers
securedwithnumbered seals. Ballots areremoved fromthesealed containers and
tabulated after theclose ofthepolls on theday oftheelection orprimary.

The processing and canvassing ofballots inmailedballot elections follows
absentee ballot procedures. However,theballots may be tabulated on theday of
theelection prior totheclose ofthepolls, butresults may notbe revealed toany
unauthorized personuntil theclose ofthepolls.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

The processing ofabsentee ballots isclarified and altered.

Itisclarified thatabsentee ballots thatwill be tabulated withelectronic vote
tallying machinesmay be initially processed 10 orfewerdaysprior totheprimary
orelection. Initial processing includes: (1)Verifying signatures on return
envelopes; (2)removingtheballots fromsecurity envelopes; (3)manually
inspecting fordamage,write-in votes, and incorrect marks;(4)duplicating
damaged and write-in ballots; and (5)otherpreparation ofballots forfinal
processing.
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Each container used tostore absentee ballots must be sealed withnumbered seals
and a record keptofthesealnumber and datethecontainer was sealed.

Ifelectronic votetallying machineswill be used totabulate votes, sealed
containers may be openedand thefinal processing oftheballots may beginat
7:00 a.m.on theday oftheprimary orelection. Final processing isdefined as the
reading oftheballots by an electronic votetallying system,butdoes notinclude
tabulation. No results oftabulating may be producedordistributed until after 8:00
p.m.on theday oftheprimary orelection. Tabulating isdefined as producing
returns ofvotesthatarecast.Alltabulating withelectronic votetallying systems
shall be done undercontinuous observation ofrepresentatives ofthemajorpolitical
parties and all othersecurity provisions required by thesecretary ofstate.

Beforetheinitial processing ofabsentee ballots, thecountyauditor shall notify the
countychair ofeach majorpolitical party ofthetimeand dateon which absentee
ballot processing will beginand request thatofficial observers be appointed.

The secretary ofstate shall adoptprocedures fortheinitial and final processing of
absentee ballots. Copiesoftheserules must be made available topolitical party
observers and must be made available tothegeneral public upon request.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninetydaysafter adjournment ofsession inwhich bill isEFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:
passed.


