HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 1621
Expediting absentee ballot processing Public  Hrg: 2/11/97
Brief Title
Reps.D. Schmidt/Scott ~ (RegSec.of State) Staff Contact: S.Lundin
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7127
BACKGROUND:

The processing ofabsentee ballots may commence 10 daysprior tothedateofthe
election orprimary fowhichtheyareissued.

Itheballots  will be tabulated without usingelectronic votetallying machines, the
inner security envelopes remainsealed and areplacedncontainers securedwvith
numberedseals. The remaining processing and tabulating occursafter theclose of
thepolls on theday oftheelection orprimary.

Itheballots  will be tabulated usingelectronic votetallying machines, theinner
security envelope may be openedtheballots removedandall the normal
procedural steps— may be performed before theballots areplacednto  containers
securedvithnumbered seals. Ballots areremoved fromthesealed containers and
tabulated after theclose ofthepolls on theday oftheelection orprimary.

The processing and canvassing ofballots inmailedballot elections follows
absentee ballot procedures. However,theballots may be tabulated on theday of
theelection prior totheclose ofthepolls, butresults may notbe revealed toany
unauthorized personuntil theclose ofthepolls.

SUMMARY:
The processing ofabsentee ballots isclarified and altered.

lisclarified  thabbsentee ballots thawill be tabulated withelectronic vote
tallying machinesmay be initially processed 10 orfewerdaysprior  totheprimary
orelection. Initial processing includes: (1)Verifying signatures on return
envelopes; (2removingheballots fromsecurity envelopes; (3)manually
inspecting fordamage, write-in  votes, and incorrect marks;(4)duplicating
damaged and write-in ballots; and (5)othepreparation ofballots forfinal
processing.
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Each container usedtostore absentee ballots must be sealed withnumbered seals
and a record keptoftheseahumber and datethecontainer was sealed.

Ielectronic  votetallying machineswill be usedtotabulate votes, sealed
containers may be openedand thefinal processing oftheballots may beginat
7:00 a.m.on theday oftheprimary orelection. Final processing isdefined asthe
reading oftheballots by an electronic votetallying systemputdoes notinclude
tabulation. No results oftabulating may be producedordistributed  until after 8:00
p.m.on theday oftheprimary orelection. Tabulating isdefined as producing
returns ofvotesthaarecast.Altabulating withelectronic  votetallying systems
shall be done undercontinuous observation ofrepresentatives ofthemajorpolitical
parties and all othesecurity provisions required by thesecretary ofstate.

Befordaheinitial ~ processing ofabsentee ballots, thecountyauditor  shall notify the
countychair ofeachmajorpolitical party ofthetimeand dateon whichabsentee
ballot processing will beginand request thabfficial observers be appointed.

The secretary ofstate shall adoptprocedures fottheinitial and final processing of

absentee ballots. Copiesoftheserules must be made available topolitical party
observers and must be made available tothegeneral public upon request.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninetydaysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill is
passed.



