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BACKGROUND:

The ColumbiaRiver Gorge Commission(thecommission) isa regional agency
responsible foimplementing theColumbiaRiver Gorge Compact (thecompact), an
interstate compactentered into by thestates ofWashingtonand Oregonwiththe
consenbfCongress.The compactalsancorporates thefederal ColumbiaRiver
Gorge National ScenicAreaAct (thdederal act).

Interstate compactsareformal contractual agreements betweentwo ormore

states. UnderArticle 1Sec.10,Cl3 oftheU.S.Constitution no state may enter
into any agreemeniorcompact withanother state without theconsenof
Congress.

The ColumbiaRiver Gorge Commissionmay disapprove a landuse ordinance
enactedoy a countywithin theColumbiaRiver  Gorgenational scenic areaithat
ordinance isinconsistent withthemanagement planadoptedby thecommission.

The commissiormay enacta landuse ordinance setting standards forttheuse of
non-federal landina countywithin thenational scenic areaithatountyfails to
enactlanduse ordinances  tha@reconsistent  withthemanagement plan.

The commissionistoconsist of12 voting members appointed by thestates and
one non-voting member appointed by theU.S.Secretary  of Agriculture.  The
governor ofeachstate istoappoint three members who reside inthastate as
provided by thefederal Act,one ofwhichmust be a resident oftheColumbiaRiver
Gorgenational scenic area.One additional member must be appointed by the
governing body ofeach oftheColumbiaRiver Gorgenational scenic areacounties
ofClark, Klickitat, and SkamaniainWashington, = and Hood River, Multhomah,and
Wasco inOregon. Ithegoverning body ofa countyfails  tomake an appointment,
theGovernorofthestate inwhich thatountyidocated must appoint sucha
member. The termsofthemembers and theprocedures foffilling vacancies must
be inaccordance withthefederal act.
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SUMMARY:

The ColumbiaRiver Gorge Commissionmust work withtheWashingtonState
DepartmenbfCommunity, Trade, and EconomicDevelopmentoassist the
WashingtonColumbiaRiver ~ Gorgenational scenic areacounties indeveloping land
useordinances thatreconsistent  withthecommission’s  management plan.

The governing body ofeach oftheWashingtoncounties located inthenational
scenic areano longer appoints a member totheColumbiaRiver =~ Gorge Commission.
Instead, one member fromeach such countyistobe nominatedata primary

election and elected ina general election by theregistered voters ofthatounty.

InWashington, thetermsofthemembers and theprocedures foffilling member
vacancies no longer will be assetforth inthefederal act.Those termsand
procedures arenow tobe filled inaccordance withWashingtonStatdaw
concerning thefiling ofelected nonpartisan vacancies.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninetydaysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill is
passed.



