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BACKGROUND:

A persondesiring tovoteata polling placegivesisorhername totheprecinct
election officers and signs hisorhername and address  inthepoll book. This
personisissued a ballot orpermitted toenter a voting boothand vote, unless
challenged as notbeinggualified  tovote. A precinct  election officer enters the
voter's name ina secondpoll book.

Registration ofa personasa voter  ispresumptive evidence ofhisorherright to
vote.

Provisions exist foregistered voters tochallenge theright ofa persontovote.If
thechallenge ismade 30 ormore daysbefore  an election orprimary, thecounty
auditor holdsa hearing on thematteand makes thedecision prior totheelection
orprimary. Ithechallenge ismade less than30 daysbefore an election or
primary, including a challenge made by a precinct elections officer atthepolling

site, thechallenged voter votesusinga challenged  ballot thaissecuredapart from
othercastballots  and a hearing on thematteand determination ismade by the
countycanvassing boardafter theelection. Onlya precinct elections officer may
challenge a person’s right tovoteata polling  site.

SUMMARY:

A precinct election officer must require thatach persomappearing atthepolling
site who announceshisorherintent tovote, show identification thatheprecinct
election officer feels issufficient toidentify thepersonas beingtheregistered
voterldentification may be shown by means ofa WashingtonStatedriver’s

license, identicard issued by theDepartmenbfLicensing, UnitedStates passport,
orUnitedStates  military identification.

Failure topresent sufficient identification constitutes groundsfora precinct
elections officer tochallenge theright ofa persontovote.
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FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninetydaysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill is
passed.



