HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 1508
Maintaining list ofabsentee ballots Public  Hrg: 2/11/97
Brief Title 1/14/98
Reps.Wensman/D. Schmidt/Cooper Staff Contact: S.Lundin
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.

Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:

Voteramay casttheir  ballots underseveral different procedures. The most
common procedure isfovoters  toappearatdesignated  polling sites and castheir
ballots. Increasingly voters areusingan alternative  procedure and castheir ballots
usingabsentee ballots. A voter may obtain an absentee ballot fora single primary
orelection ormay become an ongoingabsentee voter and automatically obtain an
absentee ballot forrachsubsequent primary orelection.

At any primary, general orspecial election, any political party orcommitteemay
designate a persorforeach polling placdochecka list ofregistered voters to
determine who hasand has notvoted.Thatpersormay notbe a precinct election
officer, andtheparty orcommitteemust provide thelist ofvoters.

SUMMARY

The countyauditor isrequired tomaintain a list ofabsentee ballots thahave been
returned. The countyauditor begins thatist on thefirst daythatbsentee ballots
may be processed. The list must be updatedattheend ofeachbusiness day up to
and including theMonday before theelection orprimary. The list must be made
available tothepublic toview.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninetydaysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill is
passed.



