HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 1504
Protecting records ofstrategy discussions Public Hrg:2/12/97
Brief Title
Reps.McMorris/Boldt/Honeyford Staff Contact: B.Lynch
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.

Phone:786-7092

BACKGROUND:
Eachstate andlocal agencyigequired tomake all public records available foipublic
inspection and copyingunlessthe recordis exempted from disclosure. The
Legislature hasenacteda number ofsuchexemptions, including: preliminary drafts,

notes, recommendations, and intra-agency memos inwhichopinions areexpressed
orpolicies areformulated, unless theagencypublicly cites thedocumentinan agency
action; andthecontents ofreal estate appraisals made foitheacquisition orsale of
property until thesalasabandonedorfinalized.

Although strategysessionspertaining to collective  bargaining, professional
negotiations, andgrievance andmediation proceedings areexemptfromtheprovisions

of the Open PublidMeetingsAct, recordgertaining to such sessions are not
expressly exemptfrompublic inspection andcopying underthePublic Disclosure Act.
SUMMARY:

Recordswvhichwouldreveal, either directly orindirectly, thestrategy orposition that

theagencywill takeincollective  bargaining, professional negotiations, orgrievance
ormediation proceedings, areexemptfrompublic inspection and copying.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.



