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BACKGROUND:

UnderArticle XI, Section 5 ofthewWashington  State Constitution, thelLegislature must
provide fotheuniform  election ofcountyofficials. Thisconstitutional  requirement
doesnotapply, howeverjf a countyhasadoptedts own home rule charter, aslong
as thecountycontinues to abideby thestate’s constitution and general laws. In

addition, theLegislature may classify thestate’s counties by population and provide
fotheelection  incertain classes ofcounties countyofficials who may combinethe
powers and duties oftwo ormore countyofficials.

The Legislature hasamended thelawsgoverning theelection ofcountyofficials  twice
to exempt certain  counties from the uniformelection requirement. In1990, the
Legislature allowed any noncharter countywitha population 0f300,000 ormore to
increase itdoard of commissioners to fivemembers. 1n1996, the Legislature
authorized thelegislative authority ofany countywitha population 0f250,000 or
more toappoint a countycoroner.

SUMMARY:
The authority of certain counties to appointounty officials isincreased.The
legislative authority ofany countythathas a population 0f200,000 ormore may

adopta resolution orordinance appointing a countyassessor.

The county’s legislative authority must adopttheresolution  orordinance appointing
a countyassessor atleast 30 days beforethe first day of filing forthe primary
election forcountyoffices. Itheresolution  orordinance isadopted, itmust be
confirmed orrejected bythecounty’s voters atthenextspecial election. The dateof
thespecial election must be more than45 days from the date the resolution or
ordinance was adoptedlf theresolution orordinance isapproved by amajority vote,
an election will not be heldforthe position of county assessounlessanother
resolution orordinance reinstating anelection isapproved by thevoters ofthecounty.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill igpassed.



