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Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 1282
Disclosing paidpetition gathering Public  Hrg: 2/19/97
Brief Title
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BACKGROUND:

The State Constitution authorizes state voters powersofinitiative andreferendum on
state legislation. Statutes implementhis authority and describe theappearance of
initiative and referendum petitions. Various crimes relating tothestate initiative and
referendum process areestablished instatute, including aclass C felony and various
grossmisdemeanors.

Statevoters approvedinitiative  Measure No. 276 in1972 establishing the Public
Disclosure Act.Among other requirements, thePublic Disclosure Actrequires political
committees tofile periodic reports tothePublic Disclosure Commissiondetailing their
expenditures. The frequency ofreports that political committeeisrequired  tofile
increases astheelection approaches that isassociated withthepolitical committee’s
efforts. The Public Disclosure Actrequires a political committeeto keep books of
accounturrent  and thathebooks of accountde available forpublic  inspection
during theeight daysimmediately prior totheelection associated withthepolitical
committee’s efforts.

A political committeeisdefined as a person, otherthana candidate orindividual
dealing withhisorherown fundsorproperty, thahas theexpectation ofreceiving
contributions ormakes expenditures insupport or, oropposition toanycandidate or
any ballot proposition.

A statevoters’  pamphletispreparedoreach general election thatincludes a

description ofstatewide ballot measuresandarguments for andagainst eachofthese
measures.
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SUMMARY:

Each state initiative orreferendum petition, where personsarebeingpaidto solicit
ssignatures on thepetition, mustinclude a statement atthetopofthepetition that
paidsignature gatherers arebeingused and indicate thename ofthegroupthats
payingto circulate  thepetitions.  Any petition forthe same measurewhere paid
signature gatherers arenotbeingusedtosolicit signatures, isotrequired tocontain
this notice.

Crimesrelating toinitiative and referendunpetitions  areexpanded. Itisa gross
misdemeanorfora personto circulate orprocure signatures on a state initiative or
referendum petition thatfails to meet toform requirements detailed instatdaw,
including, where applicable, the requirement thata statementbe includedf
compensation isbeingorovided topersons tocirculate thepetition andthename of
thegrouppayingorthepetitions tobe circulated.

The state voters’ pamphletmust include a statement indicating thepercent ofthe
signatures on any statenitiative or referendummeasure thatwere included on
petitions where paicsignature gatherers wereusedjf consideration was provided for
soliciting orprocuring signatures on themeasure.

The Public Disclosure Actisamended torequire  that, inaddition toexisting reporting
and accounting requirements, a political committeethatpays compensatiorfor
circulating state initiative orreferendum petitions must:

- File reports onthetwenty-first dayandseventh dayimmediately prior tothe
datethepetitions mustbefiled andon thelOthofthemonth after petitions
filed; and

- Keepits booksofaccounts current and available fopublic inspection eight
daysimmediately before thelast datethepetitions may be filed.

FISCAL NOTE: Not Requested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.



