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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

A number ofdifferent typesofartificial entities may be created inthis Washington
State, including for-profit corporations and non-profit corporations. Paperstocreate
orincorporate theseartificial entities arefiled withthesecretary ofstate’s office. A
foreign, or outof state, corporation transacting business inthis state must file an
application withthesecretary ofstate fora certificate ofauthority.

Each corporation doingbusiness inthestate must file thename and addressof its
registered agentwiththesecretary ofstate.

Many statutes relating todifferent typesofartificial entities thatmay be created in
this state include provisions prohibiting theuse ofnames foran artificial entity that
isnotdistinguishable fromthename ofanother artificial entity.

The secretary ofstate isauthorized undertheWashingtonBusiness Corporation Act
toprovide fortheadministrative dissolution ofcorporations on a variety ofgrounds,
including thefailure topay license fees, thefailing toregister its agent, orthefailure
tofile an annualreport.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

Any local unitof government,the stateof Washington,or any stateagency or
department may apply tothesecretary ofstate toadministratively dissolve, orrevoke
the certificate of authority for,any corporation using a name that is not
distinguishable fromthename oftheapplicant. If thename isnotdistinguishable, the
secretary ofstate institutes proceedings toadministratively dissolve thecorporation.
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Factors areestablished todetermine if names arenotdistinguishable. A name isnot
distinguishable as theresult of:(1)A variation oftheterm county–,city–, town–,

district–, or department–, ora variation intheorder ofsucha term;(2)use ofthe
term corporation–, incorporated–, company–, limited–, ortheabbreviation corp.–,

inc.–,co.–, or ltd.–; (3)theaddition ordeletion ofan article or conjunction; (4)
punctuation, capitalization, orspecial characters orsymbolsinthesame name;or(5)
use ofan abbreviation ortheplural formofa word inthesame name. Examplesare
provided of similar names thatarenot distinguishable and similar names thatare
distinguishable.

Ifthecorporation named intheapplication was incorporated orcertified before the
applicant was formed, theseprovisions onlyapply if theapplicant provides a certified
copy ofa final judgementby a courtofcompetentjurisdiction determining thatthe
applicant holdsa superior property right tothename thanthecorporation.

These provisions arereferenced inlaws relating to non-profit corporations, mutual
corporations, corporations sole,fraternal societies, agricultural processing and
marketing associations, granges, and cooperative associations.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


