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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

A trademark isany word,name,symbol, ordevice that isusedby a persontoidentify
goods made or soldby thatperson.A trademark alsoincludes any word, name,
symbol, ordevice, and any title, designation, slogan, character name,and distinctive
feature ofradio ortelevison programsused inthesaleoradvertising ofservices to
identify theservices ofone person.Trademarks areregistered withthesecretary of
state’s office and aresubject topublic examination. Registration ofa trademark is
effective forsixyearsand isrenewable.

Trademarksareregistered by filing a formfurnished by thesecretary ofstate. This
formincludes thename and business address oftheapplicant, theparticular goods
orservices inconnection withwhichthetrademark isusedand theclass inwhichthe
goodsorservices fall, themanner inwhichthetrademark isused,thedatewhen the
trademark was first used withsuch goods orservices inWashingtonStateand the
dateit was first usedanywhereelse, a statement that thetrademark iscurrently being
usedinWashingtonState, a statement that theapplicant believes that he orsheisthe
owner of the trademarkand thatno one elsehas the right to use it, and other
information required by thesecretary ofstate. The application must be signed by the
applicant ora member orofficer oftheapplicant organization.

A single application to register a trademark may specify all goods or services ina
single class, butcannotspecify goodsorservices indifferent classes. An application
must be accompaniedby three specimensorfacsimiles ofthetrademark foratleast
one,rather thaneach,ofthegoodsorservices forwhichregistration isrequested.
Thereisno process established foran applicant tocorrect oramend an application to
register a trademark previously filed withthesecretary of state.The secretary of
statesetsthe amount of the filing feeby rule, but thereisno expressstatutory
authority forthesecretary of state to varytheamount of thefeebased upon the
number ofcategories listed intheapplication.
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SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

A single application toregister a trademark may specify goodsorservices indifferent
classes. An application toregister a trademark must be accompanied by atleast three
specimensorfacsimiles ofthetrademark foreachofthegoodsorservices forwhich
registration isrequested.

A person may correct an application already filed withthesecretary of state to
register a trademark by filing a formprovided by thesecretary ofstate within 90 days
oftheoriginal filing. The formtocorrect an original application may onlybe filed if
theoriginal application contains an incorrect statement orwas improperly executed,
signed, oracknowledged.The correction may notchangethemark itself. The form
must be accompaniedby a filing feesetinrule by thesecretary ofstate.A corrected
application iseffective on thedatewhen theoriginal application isfiled, exceptthat
itiseffective on thedatethecorrection isfiled as toany personsrelying upon the
uncorrected document and adversely affected by thecorrection.

A personmay alsoamend an application previously filed withthesecretary ofstate
if theapplicant changescategories inwhichhe orshe doesbusiness. The applicant
may amend a previously filed application by filing a formprovided by thesecretary of
stateaccompaniedby threespecimensor facsimiles of the trademarkforany
additional goodsorservices forwhich theamendment isrequested. The formmust
be accompaniedby a filing feeestablished by thesecretary of state inrule.The
amendment may notchangethemark itself, and iseffective on thedateitisfiled.

The secretary ofstate may varytheamount ofthefiling feebasedupon thenumber
ofcategories listed inan application.

FISCAL NOTE: Not requested.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


