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BACKGROUND:

Water districts areunits oflocal government, initially authorized tobe created in
1913, thamay provide  potable waterfacilities, sanitary sewersdrainage facilities,
and street lighting. Sewer districts areunits oflocal government, initially
authorized tobe created in1941, thatmay provide sanitary sewersdrainage
facilities, and potable waterfacilities.  Sewer district lawsarealmosidentical with
waterdistrict  laws.

Legislation was enactedn1996 consolidating waterdistrict lawsand sewer

district lawsand makinga number oftechnical changestothesdaws. Among
othechanges, theterm sewersystem,—  whichhad beendefined toinclude both
sanitary sewersand drainage systems, was altered toonlyapplytosanitary sewer

systemsand separate provisions were addedfodrainage systems. Theseunits  of
local governmentwere renamed as water-sewer districts. Thislegislation had a
delayed effective dateuntil Julyl,1997.

SUMMARY:

A variety ofchangesaremade relating totheconsolidation ofwaterdistrict  laws
withsewerdistrict  laws.

Provisions relating totheprocess ofcreating a new water-sewer district are
clarified and theprecise wordingoftheballot propositions isdeleted.

The distinction betweensanitary sewersystemsand drainage  systems, thatvas
initiated inthe1996 legislation  consolidating sewerdistrict and waterdistrict
statutes, iscontinued and various lawsareamended tomake this  distinction.

lisclarified  that purchase ofmaterials, supplies, orequipmentwitha valueof
from$10,000 toless  than$50,000 ismade usinga general vendorlist process
provided fora number oflocal  governments.
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Rathethandescribing  thesuper-majority voterequirement intheconstitution  to
authorized debtand excesslevies toretire thedebt, theconstitutional provision is
cited.

References toeitherwaterdistricts— or sewerdistricts— arealtered to water-
sewer districts.—
FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Thisbhill contains an emergencyclause and takeseffect on July
1,1997.



