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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

The Governorisrequired toreviewstate boardsand commissions, and ineveryodd-
numbered year submit to the Legislature a recommended list of boards and
commissionsto be terminated orconsolidated. In1993-95,Washingtonhad 478
boardsand commissions, down from a highof 569 in1991-93. Each boardor
commissionoperates inconjunction withand reports toa particular state agencyor
theGovernor’s office.

The StateBoardof Funeral Directors and Embalmerslicenses funeral directors and
embalmers,and funeral establishments. The Cemetery Board licenses cemetery
authorities.

Undercurrent rules, everyfuneral establishment must applyfora separate license for
eachofits branches, inaddition tothelicense forits headquarter’s location.

Everycemeteryauthority selling prearrangement services isrequired tosubmittothe
cemeteryboardan annualfinancial report of itsprearrangement trust fund. Any
report froma trust fundtotaling more than$500,000 must be verified by a certified
public accountant.

SUMMARY

Fourteenboardsand commissionsareabolished. These include the HealthCare
Assistants AdvisoryCommittee, Washington State Collection Agency Board,
Washington State Council onVocational Education, Criminal Justice Services Advisory
Council, Lower ColumbiaBi-State Water Quality Steering Committee,and Public
Information AccessPolicy Task Force.Inaddition, theLocalGovernmentAdvisory
Committee and Community Diversification Program AdvisoryCommittee to the
Departmentof Community Tradeand Economic Developmentareabolished. Six
regional committees advising thesecretary ofCorrections on locations fornew work
release programsarealsoabolished.
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The StateBoardofFuneral Directors and Embalmersismerged withtheCemetery
Boardto form a single board,theFuneral and CemeteryBoard. The Funeral and
CemeteryBoardundertakes regulation of all entities formerly regulated by thetwo
separate boards.

The rule thatfuneral establishments must register eachbranchlocation separately is
codified into law.

Annualfinancial reports ofprearrangement trust fundsofmore than$500,000 areno
longer required tobe verified by a certified public accountant. Such verification isleft
tothediscretion oftheFuneral and CemeteryBoard.

EFFECTIVE DATE: The bill contains an emergencyclause and takeseffect July1,
1997.

FISCAL NOTE: RequestedFebruary 3,1997.FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:


