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BACKGROUND:

Reclaimed Water:
The Legislature enacted SSB 5606 during the 1995 session to encourage the use of reclaimed
water. Reclaimed water is defined as effluent derived in any part from sewage from a
wastewater treatment system that has been adequately and reliably treated, so that as a result of
that treatment it is suitable for a direct beneficial use or a controlled use that would not
otherwise occur.

Reclaimed water was specifically authorized to be used for surface spreading if the reclaimed
water meets the criteria for ground water recharge, is incorporated into a sewer or water
comprehensive plan, and is approved by the Department of Ecology or the Department of
Health. There is no authority for the Department of Ecology to authorize the use of reclaimed
water that does not meet the ground water recharge criteria for surface spreading.

The use of reclaimed water was also specifically authorized for discharge into created wetlands
so long as the water meets class A reclaimed water standards, the discharge is incorporated into
a sewer or water comprehensive plan, and is approved by the Department of Health or the
Department of Ecology. Reclaimed water that does not meet class A reclaimed water standards
may be discharged into created wetlands when specifically authorized by the Department of
Ecology in conjunction with a pilot project to test the use of created wetlands for advanced
treatment.

Agencies are not precluded from adopting a definition that is more stringent than the definition
adopted by the United States Army Corps of Engineers when implementing the reclaimed water
laws.

SUMMARY:

Reclaimed water that does not meet the ground water recharge criteria may be used for surface
percolation when the Department of Ecology, in consultation with the Department of Health, has
specifically authorized this use at a lower standard.

Reclaimed water may be discharged into man-made wetlands if the water meets the class A or
B reclaimed water standards. Reclaimed water that does not meet the class A or B reclaimed
water standards may be discharged into man-made wetlands when specifically authorized by the
Department of Ecology in consultation with the Department of Health. The requirement that a
discharge of reclaimed water under lower standards must be in conjunction with a pilot program
is deleted.

When plans are submitted to the Department of Ecology for the construction of new sewerage
systems, sewage treatment or disposal systems, or improvements to those systems, they must
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include consideration of opportunities for using reclaimed water.

The Department of Health and the Department of Ecology must report on the progress of
implementing the reclaimed water laws to the House Agriculture and Ecology Committee and
the Senate Agriculture and Environment Committee by December 15, 1997.

Agencies must delineate wetlands in accordance with the 1987 manual adopted by the United
States Army Corps of Engineers.

Changes are made in terminology and other technical changes are made.


