HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 1027
Restricting mailings/broadcasts/state officials Public Hrg:1/22/97
Brief Title
Reps.Schoesler/Chandler/Sheahan St affCont act :St eve Lundi n
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7127
BACKGROUND:

General restrictions exist prohibiting theuseofpublic  facilities topromotea political
campaign.

Expresgestrictions exist on mailings that legislator may make withpublic funds
during thel2 months period preceding thelast day forcertifying election results for
the legislator’'s  election to office Duringthigperiod, a legislator may mailone
identical newsletter toconstituents no later than30 daysafter thestart ofa regular
legislative session and oneidentical newsletter toconstituents no later than60 days
after theend ofa regular legislative session.

However,a legislator may usepublic fundstomaibn individual letter toan individual
constituent who has contacted thelegislator concerning thesubject matterofthe
letter duringhis or her currenterm of office or ifthe constituent holds a
governmental office withjurisdiction overthesubject matteftheletter.

No expresgestrictions exist on mailings thatmay be made by otherstate elected
officials or specifically authorize otherstateelectedbfficials to mail identical
newsletters toconstituents.

SUMMARY:

Expressestrictions areestablished on theauthority of stateofficials, otherthan
legislators, touse public fundsformailing  letters toconstituents ormakingpublic
service broadcasts during the 12 months period preceding thelast day forccertifying
election results forttheofficial's  election tooffice.

Duringthisperiod, a stateofficial may not use publidundsto maila letter,
newsletter, brochure orothepieceofliterature toconstituents, exceptas follows:
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Duringthis

Literature that isnailed aspart oftheregular duties ofthestate office may
be mailedat public  expense,fthe literature does not name the state
official, butonlynames hisorheroffice.

One identical newsletter may be mailedoconstituents  atpublic expense
no later than30 daysafter thestart ofaregular legislative session andone
identical newsletter may be mailedo constituents atpublic expenseno
later than60 daysafter theend ofaregular legislative session.

An individual letter may be mailedoan individual  constituent atpublic
expenseitthe constituent contacted theofficial concerning thesubject
matterof the letter duringhisor her current term of office  or ifthe
constituent holdsa governmental office withjurisdiction overthesubject
mattewoftheletter.

period, a state official may notmake public service announcementsat

public expense, unless theannouncementisparbftheregular duties oftheofficial
and doesnotname thestate  official, butonlynames hisorheroffice.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill igpassed.



