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By Senators Prentice and Wnsl ey

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The purpose of this chapter is to establish
a registration program for nobile hone parks in the state owned by
entities not domciled within this state.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. Unless the context clearly requires
otherwise, the definitions in this section apply throughout this
chapter.

(1) "Departnent” neans the departnent of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent .

(2) "Director"” nmeans the director of the departnent of comunity,
trade, and econom c devel opnent.

(3) "Mobile honme park™ has the sane neaning as in RCW59. 20. 030.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. A nobile honme park owned by a person,
partnership, corporation, or other entity not domciled in this state
shall not operate in this state without first registering with the
departnment to do business as a nobile home park on a form approved by
the departnent. The form shall include a sworn affidavit that the
owner of the park has read and is famliar with the nobile hone
| andl ord-tenant act, chapter 59.20 RCW has supplied a copy of the act
to the resident manager of the park, and has determ ned that the park
manager knows and understands the provisions of the nobile hone
| andl ord-tenant act.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 4. The departnent has the power to enforce and
ensure conpliance with the provisions of this chapter relating to the
regi stration of nobile hone parks.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. If the departnent has reasonabl e cause to
believe that a violation of this chapter has occurred, the departnent
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may institute enforcenment proceedings in its own nane agai nst any out -
of -state nobile hone park owner as foll ows:

(1) The departnent may issue an order requiring the owner to cease
and desist fromthe unlawful practice and take such affirmative action
as in the judgment of the department will carry out the purposes of
this chapter

(2) The departnment may bring an action in superior court for
declaratory relief or injunctive relief; or

(3) The departnment may inpose a civil penalty agai nst an owner for
any viol ation of this chapter that does not exceed one thousand dollars
per violation. If an owner fails to pay the civil penalty, the
departnent may i ssue an order directing that the owner cease and desi st
fromfurther operation of the nobile hone park until such tinme as the
civil penalty is paid or pursue enforcenent of the penalty in a court
of conpetent jurisdiction. Any action conmenced by the departnment
shall be brought in the county in which the departnent has its
executive offices or in the county where the violation occurred. A
resident or tenant living in a nobile honme park or renting a hone in a
nmobil e honme park may institute an action in the appropriate court
against a nobile home park owner to enforce this chapter. In any
action brought to enforce this chapter the prevailing party shall be
awarded his or her reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs.

Sec. 6. RCWH59.20.090 and 1980 ¢ 152 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:
(1) Unless otherwi se agreed rental agreenents shall be for a term

of one year. Any rental agreenent of whatever duration shall be
automatically renewed for the term of the original rental agreenent,
unl ess((+

ta))) a different specified termis agreed upon((:—er

by The Iandlord : : o :

termnated)).

(2) Alandlord seeking to increase the rent upon expiration of the
termof a rental agreenent of any duration shall notify the tenant in
witing three nonths prior to the effective date of any increase in
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(3) Atenant shall notify the landlord in witing one nonth prior
to the expiration of a rental agreenent of an intention not to renew.

(4)(a) The tenant may termnate the rental agreenment upon thirty
days written notice whenever a change in the location of the tenant’s
enpl oynent requires a change in his residence, and shall not be |liable
for rental followi ng such termnation unless after due diligence and
reasonabl e effort the landlord is not able to rent the nobile hone | ot
at a fair rental. If the landlord is not able to rent the lot, the
tenant shall remain liable for the rental specified in the renta
agreenent until the ot is rented or the original term ends;

(b) Any tenant who is a nenber of the arnmed forces may termnate a
rental agreenent with less than thirty days notice if he receives
reassi gnment orders which do not allow greater notice.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A new section is added to chapter 59.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that the practices covered by this chapter
are matters vitally affecting the public interest for the purpose of
appl ying the consuner protection act, chapter 19.86 RCW A violation
of this chapter is not reasonable in relation to the devel opnent and
preservation of business and is an unfair or deceptive act in trade or
coormerce and an unfair nmethod of conpetition for the purpose of
appl ying the consuner protection act, chapter 19.86 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 5 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 18 RCW
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Sec. 10. RCW59.20.170 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 186 s 12 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Al noneys paid to the landlord by the tenant as a deposit as
security for performance of the tenant’s obligations in a rental
agreenent shall pronptly be deposited by the landlord in a trust
account, maintained by the landlord for the purpose of holding such
security deposits for tenants of the landlord, in a bank, savings and
| oan associ ation, nutual savings bank, or |icensed escrow agent | ocated
i n Washi ngton. Unless otherwi se agreed in witing, the | andl ord shal
be entitled to recei pt of interest paid on such trust account deposits,
except that if the anmpunt required to be paid to the landlord as
security for performance or indemification for damages to the nobile
honme space is equal to or greater than two nonths rent, the interest
paid on the trust account shall be paid to the tenant or tenant’s
estate at the termnation of the tenancy. The |andlord shall provide
the tenant with a witten receipt for the deposit and shall provide
witten notice of the nane and address and | ocation of the depository
and any subsequent change thereof. |If during a tenancy the status of
landlord is transferred to another, any sums in the deposit trust
account affected by such transfer shall sinultaneously be transferred
to an equivalent trust account of the successor |andlord, and the
successor landlord shall pronptly notify the tenant of the transfer and
of the name, address and | ocation of the new depository. The tenant’s
claimto any noneys paid under this section shall be prior to that of
any creditor of the landlord, including a trustee in bankruptcy or
receiver, even if such noneys are conmm ngl ed.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 11. The conmttee on financial institutions,
i nsurance and housing shall conduct a study on the follow ng nobile
home park issues:

(1) Renedies available to landlords or tenants when their rights
under the nobile hone | andlord-tenant act are violated; (2) problens
connected with abandoned nobile hones; (3) rent levels and rates of
increase; and (4) other issues identified in the course of the study.

The commttee shall consult park owner organizations, tenant’s
organi zations, and seek the assistance of state agency and | ocal
governnment officials who have responsibility for nobile hone park
matters. The conmttee shall report its findings and recommendati ons
to the full senate by Decenber 31, 1998."
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By Senators Prentice and Wnsl ey

On page 1, line 1 of the title, after
of the title and insert "amending RCW 59.20.090 and

r emai nder
59. 20. 170;

adding a new section to chapter

"relations;" strike the

59.20 RCW adding a new

chapter to Title 18 RCW creating a new section; and prescribing

penal ties."

~-- END ---



