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2514-S. E AM5 AE S5263.1

ESHB 2514 - S COW AMD
By Commttee on Agriculture & Environnent

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"Sec. 1. RCW90.82.005 and 1997 ¢ 442 s 101 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The purpose of this chapter is to develop a nore thorough and
cooperative nmethod of determ ning what the current water resource
situation is in each water resource inventory area of the state and to
provide | ocal citizens with the maxi mumpossi bl e i nput concerning their
goal s and objectives for water resource managenent and devel opnent.

It is necessary for the legislature to establish processes and

policies that ((wH—+resut+nproviding)) direct state agencies ((wth
rere—speetfe—guidance—to—ranage)) 1N nmanagi ng the water resources of

the state consistent with current | aw and direction provided by | ocal
entities and citizens through the process established in accordance
with this chapter.

Pl anni ng conduct ed under this chapter nust provide for a process to
allowthe local citizens of a WRIA or multi-WRIA area to join together
inan effort to: (1) Assess the status of the water resources of their
WRIA or nulti-WRIA area; and (2) determ ne how best to manage the water
resources of the WRIA or multi-WRIA area to balance the conpeting
resource denmands for that area.

Sec. 2. RCW 90.82.030 and 1997 c 442 s 104 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

In order to have the best possible program for appropriating and
adm nistering water use in the state, the | egislature establishes the
followng principles and criteria to carry out the purpose and intent
of this chapter ((442—taws—ef+—1997)).

(1) Al WRIA planning units established under this chapter shal
devel op a process to assure that water resource user interests and
directly involved interest groups at the local Ilevel have the
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opportunity, in a fair and equitable manner, to give input and
direction to the process.

(2) Each state agency with regulatory or other interests in the
WRIA or multi-WRIA area to be planned shall assist the |local citizens
in the planning effort to the greatest extent practicable, recognizing

any fiscal limtations. Such assistance nust only be at the request of
and to the extent desired by the local <citizens conducting such
pl anni ng.

If a planning unit requests technical assistance from a state
agency as part of its planning activities under this chapter and the
assistance is with regard to a subject matter over which the agency has
jurisdiction, the state agency shall provide the technical assistance
to the planning unit.

(3) Pl ans devel oped under this chapter ((442—Laws—oef—1997)) shal
be consistent wth and not duplicative of efforts already under way in
a WRI A, including but not [imted to watershed anal ysi s conduct ed under
state forest practices statutes and rul es.

(4) Planning under this chapter should be conpleted as
expeditiously as possible, with the focus being on |ocal stakehol ders
cooperating to neet |ocal needs.

Sec. 3. RCW90.82.040 and 1997 c 442 s 105 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Once a WRIA planning unit has been organi zed and designated a
| ead agency, it shall notify the departnent and may apply to the
departnent for funding assistance for conducting the planning. Funds
shal | be provided fromand to the extent of appropriations nade by the
| egislature to the departnent expressly for this purpose.

(2) Each planning unit that has conplied with subsection (1) of
this sectionis eligible to receive ((H+tythousand—deHars—for—each
WRHA—t-o—+nttH+ate—theplanning—process—Fhe—departrent—shall—allocate
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reReys—appropratedfor—thispurpese)) watershed planning grants in the

foll ow ng ambunts for three phases of watershed pl anni ng:

(a) Initiating governments may apply for up to fifty thousand
dollars for organizing planning units in accordance with section 4(3)
of this act;

(b) A planning unit may apply for up to two hundred thousand
dollars for conducting watershed assessnents; and

(c) Aplanning unit may apply for up to two hundred fifty thousand
dollars for devel oping a wat ershed plan and naeki ng recomendati ons for
actions by local, state, and federal agencies including a prioritized
list of projects that would further the purpose of the plan.

(3) Preference shall be given to planning units requesting funding
for conducting nmulti-WRI A pl anni ng ((unrder—seetion—108—eof—this—aet)).

(4) The departnent may retain up to one percent of funds allocated
under this section to defray adm nistrative costs.

NEW_ SECTI O\ Sec. 4. I NI TI ATION OF WATERSHED PLANNI NG (1)
Wat er shed pl anning nmay be initiated for a WRIAw th the concurrence of:
(a) Al county legislative authorities with land in the WRIA; (b) the
| argest city or towmn within the WRI A unless the WRI A does not contain
acity or town; and (c) the largest water utility obtaining water from
the WRIA. To nake application for a grant for organi zing the planni ng
unit as provided for under RCW 90.82.040(2)(a), these entities shal
designate the entity that wll serve as the |ead agency for the
pl anning effort and indicate how the planning unit will be staffed.

(2) Watershed pl anning may be commenced for a nulti-WRIA area with
the concurrence of: (a) Al counties within the multi-WRI A area; (b)
the largest city or town in each WRI A unl ess the WRI A does not contain
a city or town; and (c) the largest water utility obtaining water in
each WRI A

(3) The organizing grant shall be used to organize the planning
unit and for determ ning the scope of the planning to be conducted. In
determ ning the scope of the planning activities, consideration shal
be given to all existing plans and related planning activities. The
initiating governnents shall work with other |ocal governnents, state
government, and tribal governnments in devel oping a planning process.
The initiating government may hol d public neetings as deened necessary
to devel op a proposed scope of work and a proposed conposition of the
pl anning unit. In devel oping a proposed conposition of the planning
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unit, the initiating governnents shall attenpt to provide for a bal ance
of representation.

(4) As used in this section, "lead agency" neans the entity that
coordi nates staff support of its own or of other |ocal governnments and
receives grants for devel opi ng a wat ershed managenent pl an.

NEW_SECTI ON. Sec. 5. WATERSHED ASSESSMVENT GRANTS. Once the
initiating governnments have devel oped a proposed scope of work and a
proposed conposition for the planning unit, application for a grant for
conducting a watershed assessnent as provided for in RCW
90.82.040(2)(b) may be filed with the departnent. The departnent may
review the proposed scope of work and the proposed conposition of the
pl anni ng unit. The departnment nmay approve the grant application or
return it to the initiating unit with specific coments.

NEW SECTI ON.. Sec. 6. STATE REPRESENTATI ON ON PLANNI NG GROUPS. To
assi st in organi zi ng wat ershed pl anning efforts under this chapter, the
governor, executive branch state agencies, and state agencies under
authority of an el ected official or appointed comm ssi ons may agr ee and
organi ze for their representation on watershed planning groups. The
initiating governnents shall <consult wth the governor’'s office
regardi ng state agency representation.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 7. | DENTIFI CATI ON OF PRQJECTS AND ACTI VI Tl ES.
The planning unit may conduct an early review of existing plans and
pl anni ng activities. The planning group is encouraged to identify
projects and activities that are likely to serve both short-term and
|l ong-term managenent goals and that warrant iimrediate financial
assistance fromthe state, federal, or local governnent. |If there are
mul tiple projects, the planning group shall give consideration to
ranking projects that have the greatest benefit and schedul e those
projects that should be inplenented first.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 8. A newsection is added to chapter 43.27A RCW
to read as foll ows:

PLANNI NG CONSI STENCY. Any planning efforts initiated under this
chapter shall be consistent wth the planning direction and
requi renents of chapter 90.82 RCW
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. A new section is added to chapter 90. 03 RCW
to read as foll ows:

PLANNI NG CONSI STENCY. Any planning efforts initiated under this
chapter shall be consistent wth the planning direction and
requi renents of chapter 90.82 RCW

NEWSECTION. Sec. 10. A new section is added to chapter 90.54 RCW
to read as foll ows:

PLANNI NG CONSI STENCY. Any planning efforts initiated under this
chapter shall be consistent wth the planning direction and
requi renents of chapter 90.82 RCW

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 11. CAPTIONS. As used in this act, captions
constitute no part of the |aw

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 12. Sections 4 through 7 of this act are each
added to chapter 90.82 RCW

NEW SECTI ON\. Sec. 13. | f specific funding for the purposes of
this act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not
provi ded by June 30, 1998, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act
is null and void."

ESHB 2514 - S COW AMD

By Commttee on Agriculture & Environnent

On page 1, line 1 of the title, after "managenent;" strike the
remai nder of the title and insert "anmendi ng RCW 90. 82. 005, 90. 82. 030,
and 90. 82. 040; addi ng new sections to chapter 90.82 RCW adding a new
section to chapter 43.27A RCW adding a new section to chapter 90.03
RCW adding a new section to chapter 90.54 RCW and creating new
sections.”



