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6509-S2. E AWVH .... H5514.3

E2SSB 6509 - H AMD 1138 ADOPTED 3-06-98
By Representative

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the ability to
read fluently, accurately, and with conprehension is critical to
success in school and in life. Research has found that reading
instructionin the early grades nust consi st of a conprehensive program
that builds upon the firm foundational skills of phonem c awareness,
decodi ng, and reading conprehension, to provide students with the
skills necessary to engage in rich literature activities, and further
devel op thinking and application skills. Schools and school districts
should review their reading prograns to verify they are using a
conpr ehensi ve approach to teachi ng readi ng.

The rol e of professional devel opnent in supporting and sustai ni ng
a high-quality teaching force is critical. The |egislature finds that
many primary grade teachers would benefit fromadditional professional
devel opment instruction in beginning reading skills and access to
current information regarding research-based, scientifically proven
instructional strategies to assist students in neeting the benchmarks
established for the essential academ c |earning requirenents.

The | egi sl ature al so recogni zes t hat when students are experienci ng
difficulties in advancing their reading skills, the use of volunteers
to provide individualized tutoring and nentoring to those students w ||
i nprove students’ ability to overconme those difficulties and increase
t heir readi ng achi evenent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 415
RCWto read as foll ows:

Schools interested in providing assistance to inprove student
learning in reading may apply for the following opportunities to
provi de professional devel opnent in beginning reading instructiona
strategies and related instructional materials and to inplenent
vol unteer tutoring prograns for students throughout their school.
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(1) To the extent funds are appropriated in accordance with this
section, elenmentary schools interested in providing professional
devel opnent and the purchase of related instructional materials in
accordance with (a) of this subsection for certificated instructional
staff that provide direct instructional services to students in
ki ndergarten, first, and second grade may apply for and receive fundi ng
from the superintendent of public instruction. The application for
funding shall be limted to:

(a) Verification that the intended professional devel opnment and
related instructional materials include primary enphasis on the
foll ow ng begi nning reading skills:

(i) Phonem c awareness instruction;

(1i) Explicit and systematic decodi ng i nstruction and di agnosi s of
a student’s ability to decode;

(1i1) Explicit spelling instruction;

(1v) Explicit instruction in readi ng conprehension strategies; and

(v) Research findings on the skills needed by beginning and
proficient readers, and how begi nning reading skills are acquired,

(b) Verification that grant funds expended in accordance with this
section wll not be used for intervention or renedi ation prograns; and

(c) Verification that the professional devel opnent will be provided
by a public or private contractor that provides training in the nethods
required in this section.

(2) To the extent funds are appropriated in accordance with this
section, elenentary schools interested in providing prograns that use
volunteer tutors and nentors to assist struggling readers in
ki ndergarten through sixth grade may apply for grants from the
superintendent of public instruction for prograns that are research-
based and have proven effectiveness in inproving student perfornmance.
The prograns nust include the follow ng el enents:

(a) Teacher training in research-based effective readi ng strategies
and effective use of classroomvolunteers with struggling readers;

(b) Training for tutor and nentor volunteers in research-based
effective reading strategies before the volunteers participate in the
progr am

(c) An established goal for a m ni num nunber of vol unteer contact
hours for students to receive individual instruction fromteachers, and
tutor or nmentor volunteers during the summer, other intercessions for
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schools with year-round schedul es or other vacation periods, or during
nor mal school hours; and

(d) A plan to assess student reading perfornmance before entering
the program and upon exit or at the end of the year as appropriate.
The results nmust be conpiled and reported to the superintendent of
public instruction. The superintendent of public instruction shal
provide an initial report to the legislature by March 1, 1999, and a
final report to the legislature by Decenber 1999 on the effectiveness
of the various prograns.

(3) For applications submtted before June 1, 1998, priority for
funds in accordance with this section shall be given to those schools
in which less than one-quarter of all students tested on the fourth
grade assessnent in reading net the state-w de standard, or in schools
where average performance on the readi ng conponent of the state-w de
standardi zed test required in RCW 28A 230.190 were in the bottom
quartile for the previous three years. Priority shall then be given to
those schools in which less than one-third of all students tested on
the fourth grade assessnent in reading net the state-w de standard, or
in schools where average performance on the readi ng conponent of the
state-w de standardi zed test required in RCW 28A. 230.190 were in the
bottomthird for the previous three years. Priority shall then be given
to school s i n which one-half of all students tested on the fourth grade
assessnent in reading net the state-w de standard, or in schools where
average performance on the reading conponent of the state-w de
standardi zed test required in RCW28A. 230. 190 were in the bottom hal f
for the previous three years. Beginning June 1, 1998, the
superintendent of public instruction shall open the application process
to all schools without regard to performance on reading tests. For
applications received after June 1, 1998, the superintendent shall
provide funds to qualified applicants on a first-cone, first-served
basis, based on the date of application.

(4) Funds provided in accordance with this section nmay be used to
provi de additional professional developnment naterials for interested
school principals and classroom volunteers providing assistance in
ki ndergarten, first, and second grades, interested in attending the
pr of essi onal devel opnent opportunity identified in subsection (1) of
this section.

(5) Teachers participating in pr of essi onal devel opnent
opportunities in accordance with subsection (1) of this section or in
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vol unteer progranms in accordance with subsection (2) of this section
will receive a stipend fromthe funds.

(6) An elenentary school receiving funds in accordance wth
subsection (1) of this section shall certify and provi de docunentati on
to the superintendent of public instruction that funds received were
expended for professional developnent and related materials in
accordance wth this section.

(7) Schools or school districts that received funds under RCW
28A.300.330 are not eligible to apply for funding in accordance with
subsection (1) of this section.

(8) Until final allocation of funds for purposes of section 2(1) of
this act by the superintendent of public instruction, or at the end of
the 1998-99 school year, whichever occurs first, the follow ng
definitions apply throughout this section unless the context clearly
requires otherw se.

(a) "Phonem c awareness instruction” neans teaching awareness of
| etter sounds, and segnenting and bl ending phonenes, syllables, and
words in a sequential progression.

(b) "Explicit systematic decoding instruction”™ neans direct,
sequential teaching of howto read words fluently and automatically by
providing instruction in letter-sound correspondences, letter
conbi nations, nultisyllabic words, blending, and structural elenents,
and initially incorporates the use of decodable text.

(c) "Decodable text"™ mnmeans connected text containing a high
percentage of words that provide practice on the letter-sound
correspondences and |l etter conbi nations previously taught.

(d) "D agnosis of a student’s ability to decode" neans regularly
assessing the student’s mastery of word recognition, fluency and
automaticity, and word analysis in order to plan future instructional
activities.

(e) "Explicit and systematic instruction in spelling" neans
teaching a logical scope and sequence of word know edge, spelling
patterns, syllabication, and frequently used words connected to the
sequence used in reading and witing instruction.

(f) "Instruction in reading conprehension skills" means explicit,
systemati c teachi ng of vocabul ary devel opnent, text structure, context,
syntax, and syntactic patterns, including but not Ilimted to,
strategies for higher order thinking skills such as interpretation
summari zation, prediction, clarification, and question generation.
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(9) By April 15th, the superintendent of public instruction shal
notify all school districts that the funds under this section are
avai l able. By June 1, 1998, school districts shall provide a budget
estimate to the superintendent of public instruction of the anmount of
funds expected to be wused for purposes of this section. The
superintendent shall allocate funding for applications received after
June 1, 1998, to the extent funds remain fromallocations budgeted to
applications eligible before June 1, 1998. Fundi ng provi ded nust be
avai lable to schools no later than June 1, 1998. El enentary schools
may apply and becone eligible for both funding opportunities in
accordance wth this section. Funds for this section may be expended
t hrough the end of the 1998-99 school year.

(10) This section expires June 30, 2001.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 3. This act may be known and cited as the
successful readers act.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 1998, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi ately."

Correct the title.

~-- END ---



