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By Representatives Doumt and Regal a
On page 102, 1line 10, increase the general fund--state
appropriation for fiscal year 1998 by $950, 000.

On page 102, 1line 12, increase the general fund--state
appropriation for fiscal year 1999 by $950, 000.

Adj ust the total accordingly.

On page 108, after line 35, insert (37) $950,000 of the general
fund--state appropriation for fiscal year 1998 and $950,000 of the
general fund--state appropriation for fiscal year 1999 are provided
solely for hiring or retaining fisheries patrol officers and wildlife
agents to provide better enforcenent of the fish and wildlife laws with
priority given to areas where aquatic species have been listed or are
proposed to be listed under the federal endangered species act (16
US C Sec. 1531 et seq.). The legislature finds that the nunber of
comm ssioned officers who enforced fish and wildlife |l aws has decreased
since the nerger of the departnent of wildlife and the departnent of

fisheries. The leqgislature finds that as a result of the state’'s
increased population the ratio of population to enforcenent officers
has increased significantly. The leqgislature finds that visible

enforcenent officers in the field act as an incentive for conpliance
with laws that protect fish and wildlife. The legislature therefore
finds that additional fish and wildlife enforcenent officers located in
the field are needed to protect the state’s natural resources. It is
therefore the intent of the legislature to restore the nunber of
enforcenent officers tothe level prior to the nerger of the departnent
of fisheries and the departnent of wildlife be directing the depart nent
to deploy nore enforcenent officers into the field, authorizing the
establishnent of a volunteer reserve corps of enforcenent officers, and
providing funding to retain current and hire additional enforcenent
of ficers.
(38) The director of the departnent of fish and wildlife shal

consult with the exclusive bargaining representatives of enployees of
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the departnment as well as representatives of |ocal communities for the
purpose of preparing a reorganization plan that results in the
redeploynent of staff from central office positions to field
enforcenent positions. The departnent shall also reallocate centra
office positions that becone vacant to field enforcenent positions to
the extent it is feasible. The reorganization plan shall be prepared
with the assistance of the fish and wildlife conmssion wth the
obj ectives of inproving the overall efficiency of the departnent and
providing greater protection to fish and wldlife. The fish and
wldlife commssion shall report to the appropriate legislative
commttees by Decenber 31, 1998, to describe the progress on the
devel opnent of the redepl oynent plan. —

EFFECT: Provi des $1, 900,000 to the Departnent of Fish and Wldlife to
hire or retain enforcenent officers. WDFW shall prepare a
reorgani zation plan that redeploys staff fromthe central office to
the field and report their progress to the | egislature by Decenber 31,
1998.

FlI SCAL | MPACT:

| ncreases General Fund-State by $1, 900, 000.



