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E3SSB 5278 - H COWM AND

By Commttee on Children & Fam |y Services

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that all children
have the right to be born healthy and free of the consequences of the
nonprescription use of controlled substances and/or the abuse of
al cohol by the nother during pregnancy. Individuals who have a drug or
al cohol addiction are unable to nmake reasoned decisions that help
ensure the birth of a healthy infant. The availability of |ong-term
phar maceutical birth control, when conbined wth other treatnent
regi mens, may allow wonen to regain control of their lives and nmake
long-term decisions in the best interest of thenselves and their
children. The legislature further finds that a third or subsequent
drug-affected infant being born to the same nother neans it may be
unreasonable to attenpt to continue efforts to reunify the famly and
that all reasonable reunification efforts that have previously been
made have proven futile and there is no |ikelihood that future efforts
wi |l produce a different outcone.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 13.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A physician licensed under chapter 18.71 or 18.57 RCW an
advanced registered nurse practitioner |icensed under chapter 18.79
RCW or a mdwfe I|icensed under chapter 18.50 RCW primarily
responsi ble for the care of a newborn infant, who has reasonabl e cause
to believe an infant has been exposed to nonprescription use of
control |l ed substances or al cohol nust notify the departnent of the nane
and address of the parent or parents of an infant who i s drug-affected.

(2) The physician or advanced registered nurse practitioner or
m dwi fe responsible for the delivery of the infant nust, as soon as
practical, inform the nother of a drug-affected infant of: (a) Her
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right to publicly funded tubal Iligation surgery as provided under
section 12 of this act; (b) available drug treatnent and counseling;
and (c) birth control counseling and education. The nother may accept
the offer of a tubal ligation up to six nonths followng its tender.

(3) A physician who nmakes any determ nation under this section
shall not be liable in any cause of action as a result of his or her
determ nation except for acts of gross negligence or intentional
m sconduct .

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. A newsectionis added to chapter 13.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment, upon receipt of a report under section 2 of
this act, shall investigate and, if the departnent has reasonabl e cause
to believe that the infant is drug-affected, is in need of treatnent
for conditions related to the infant’s exposure to nonprescription use
of controlled substances or alcohol including wthdrawal, and the
parents of the child cannot adequately care for the child s conditions,
the departnent shall take custody of the child for the purpose of
obtaining treatnment for the child. Where nedically indicated, the
departnment may place the infant in an appropriate birth facility or
pedi atric care program and access services for the treatnment of the
child s drug-affected condition. The child s wi thdrawal shall be under
the supervision of appropriate health care professionals. The
departnent shall retain custody of the child until the court assunes
custody, wuntil the departnent upon a docunented and substantiated
record determnes that the child s parents can adequately care for the
infant’s condition, or until the departnment decides not to file a
dependency petition under subsection (2) of this section.

(2) After an investigation in response to a receipt of a report
under section 2 of this act, the departnent shall, in appropriate
cases, file a dependency petition under this chapter. In the event the
departnment does not file a petition, it shall refer the nother to
avai |l abl e chem cal dependency treatnent prograns or a nodel project.

(3) The departnent and the nother may enter an agreenent in which
the nother agrees to chem cal dependency treatnment on an inpatient or
outpatient basis or be referred to a nodel project created under
section 10 of this act.

E3SSB 5278 p. 2
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(4) If the departnent and nother enter an agreenent under
subsection (3) of this section, the departnent shall, if a dependency
petition has been filed, request the court to defer the entry of an
order of dependency for as long as the nother remains in treatnent or
enrolled in the nodel project, subject to the departnent’s nonitoring
for conpliance. As a condition of deferral of the order of dependency,
the parents, if both are avail abl e and known, shall stipulate to facts
sufficient to constitute a dependency and the court shall order
treatnent or enrollnment in a nodel project and prohibit nonprescription
use of controlled substances. 1In the event that an avail abl e parent
unreasonably refuses to stipulate to facts constituting a dependency,
the court may proceed with the hearing on the petition.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. A newsectionis added to chapter 13.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) If the departnent receives a report under section 2 of this
act of a nother who has given birth to a second drug-affected infant,
t he departnent:

(a) May request the court to proceed i mediately with the entry of
a dependency for the first drug-affected infant; and

(b) Shall investigate and, unless there are conpelling reasons to
the contrary, file a dependency petition on the second drug-affected
infant. If the departnent does not file a petition, it shall refer the
woman to avail abl e chem cal dependency treatnent prograns or a nodel
proj ect .

(2) The departnment and the nother nmay enter an agreenent in which
the nother agrees to: (a) Enter chem cal dependency inpatient
treatnent or a nodel project, together with an aftercare programthat
i ncludes participation in a nodel project when feasible; and (b)
medi cally appropriate pharmaceutical pregnancy prevention. The
selection of the pregnancy prevention nmethod shall be based on an
eval uation of the nedical and physical consequences to the nother and
shall remain in effect until the dependency petition is dism ssed or
the court determnes it is no |onger nedically appropriate.

(3) If the departnent and the nother enter an agreenent under
subsection (2) of this section, the departnment shall request the court
to defer the entry of an order of dependency on the second drug-
affected infant for as long as the nother remains in treatnent or

p. 3 E2SHB 5278
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enrolled in the nodel project, subject to the departnent’s nonitoring
for conpliance. As a condition of deferral of the order of dependency,
the parents, if both are avail abl e and known, shall stipulate to facts
sufficient to constitute a dependency and the court shall order
treatnent or enrollnment in a nodel project and prohibit nonprescription
use of controlled substances. 1In the event that an avail abl e parent
unreasonably refuses to stipulate to facts constituting a dependency,
the court may proceed with the hearing on the petition.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. A newsectionis added to chapter 13.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment may request the court to dismss the petition
deferred under section 3 or 4 of this act at any tinme, but a petition
may not be vacated or di sm ssed unl ess the not her denonstrates by cl ear
and convi nci ng evi dence that she has not used control |l ed substances in
a nonprescription manner for at | east twel ve consecutive nonths and can
safely provide for the child s welfare w thout continuing supervision
by the departnent or court.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. A newsectionis added to chapter 13.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

| f the departnment receives a report under section 2 of this act of
a nother who has given birth to a third or subsequent drug-affected
infant, the departnent shall:

(1) Request the court to proceed imediately with the entry of a
finding of dependency on all drug-affected children born before the
third or subsequent birth unless an order of dependency has been
vacated or dism ssed; and

(2) File a dependency petition on any drug-affected i nfant subj ect
to this section as well as any other child born before the third or
subsequent birth of a drug-affected infant.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 7. A newsection is added to chapter 13.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Followng a filing of a petition under section 6 of this act:

(1) The court shall order evaluation by a designated chem ca
dependency speci alist, as defined in RCW70. 96A. 020 who shal | undert ake
t he processes described in RCW 70. 96A. 140.

E3SSB 5278 p. 4
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(2) A court may order renoval of a child or children fromthe home
and placed out-of-honme under RCW 13.34.130 wthout finding that
reasonabl e efforts have been made to prevent or elimnate the need for
removal and to nmeke it possible for the child to return hone.

(3) If the court has ordered renoval of a child or children, the
out - of - home pl acenent order shall remain in effect until the petition
is dismssed or the nother has successfully conpleted inpatient
treatment and any aftercare program for controlled substances ordered
by the court.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. By July 1, 1999, the departnent of soci al
and health services, in consultation with the departnent of health
shall adopt rules to inplenent this act, including a definition of
"drug-affected infant," which shall include infants who are affected by
a not her’ s abuse of al cohol during pregnancy.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 9. The departnent shall operate a nodel
project to provide services to wonen who give birth to infants exposed
to the nonprescription use of controlled substances by the nother
during pregnancy. The project shall be offered in one site in each of
three of the departnent’s adm nistrative regi ons whi ch have the hi ghest
i nci dence of drug-affected babies annually. The project shall accept
wonen referred to it by the departnment following the birth of a drug-
affected infant. The nodel project shall be concluded by July 1, 200S3.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 10. A new section is added to chapter 70.96A
RCWto read as foll ows:

Any treatnent program or nodel project in which a nother is
enrol |l ed under sections 3 through 5 of this act shall provide famly
pl anni ng, education, counseling, information, and services other than
pregnancy term nation. "Famly planning services" neans the process of
[imting or spacing the birth of children. The process may include the
provi sion of acceptable and effective education, counsel i ng,
reproductive health care, and testing.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. A new section is added to chapter 74.09
RCWto read as foll ows:

p. 5 E2SHB 5278



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e
N R O

13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20
21
22
23
24
25

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

5278-S3. E AVH CFS RUTH 56

The departnent shall nmake available, or cause to be nade
avai |l abl e, pharmaceutical birth control services, information, and
counseling to any person who enters chem cal dependency treatnent under
section 3 or 4 of this act. The departnment shall pay for any tuba
| igations requested under section 2 of this act if the nother’s incone

is less than two hundred percent of the federal poverty level. The
departnent shall report by Decenber 1st of each year to the governor
and | egislature: (1) The nunber of tubal ligations perforned as a
result of chapter . . ., Laws of 1998 (this act); (2) the nunber of

wonen who decline to undergo the surgery; (3) the nunber of wonen who
obt ai n pharmaceutical birth control, by type of birth control; and (4)
t he nunber of wonmen who are reported to the departnent.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 12. The departnent of social and health
services shall study the costs and benefits associated wth including
not hers of children born affected by alcohol or with fetal alcoho
syndrone in the services and responsibilities established in this act.
The study shall include a review of appropriate nmedical and social
sci ence research. The departnent shall report to the governor and
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 1998.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. A new section is added to chapter 18.71
RCWto read as foll ows:

Not hing in section 2 of this act inposes any additional duties or
responsibilities on, or renoves any duties or responsibilities from a
physi cian | icensed under this chapter, except as specifically included
in chapter 13.34 RCWand sections 10 and 11 of this act.

Sec. 14. RCW13.34.070 and 1993 ¢ 358 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Upon the filing of the petition, the clerk of the court shal
i ssue a sumons, one directed to the child, if the child is twelve or
nore years of age, and another to the parents, guardi an, or custodi an,
and such ot her persons as appear to the court to be proper or necessary
parties to the proceedings, requiring themto appear personally before
the court at the tinme fixed to hear the petition. If the child is
devel opnental |y disabled and not |living at hone, the notice shall be
given to the child s custodian as well as to the child s parent. The

E3SSB 5278 p. 6
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devel opnental |y disabled child shall not be required to appear unless
requested by the court. Were the custodian is sumoned, the parent or
guardi an or both shall al so be served with a summons. The fact-finding
hearing on the petition shall be held no later than seventy-five days
after the filing of the petition, unless exceptional reasons for a
continuance are found. Execution of an agreenent under section 3 and
4 of this act shall constitute exceptional reasons for a continuance.

The party requesting the continuance shall have the burden of proving
by a preponderance of the evidence that exceptional circunstances do
exist. To ensure that the hearing on the petition occurs within the
seventy-five day tinme limt, the court shall schedule and hear the
matter on an expedited basis.

(2) A copy of the petition shall be attached to each sunmons.

(3) The sumons shall advise the parties of the right to counsel.
The sumons shall also informthe child s parent, guardian, or |egal
custodi an of his or her right to appointed counsel, if indigent, and of
the procedure to use to secure appoi nted counsel.

(4) The summons shall advise the parents that they may be held
responsi ble for the support of the childif the childis placed in out-
of - hone care.

(5) The judge may endorse upon the sumons an order directing any
parent, guardian, or custodian having the custody or control of the
child to bring the child to the hearing.

(6) If it appears fromaffidavit or sworn statenment presented to
the judge that there is probabl e cause for the i ssuance of a warrant of
arrest or that the child needs to be taken into custody pursuant to RCW
13. 34. 050, the judge may endorse upon the summobns an order that an
of ficer serving the summons shall at once take the child into custody
and take himto the place of shelter designated by the court.

(7) I'f the person summoned as provided in this section is subject
to an order of the court pursuant to subsection (5) or (6) of this
section, and if the person fails to abide by the order, he may be
proceeded against as for contenpt of court. The order endorsed upon
t he summons shal |l conspi cuously display the foll ow ng | egend:

p. 7 E2SHB 5278
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NOTI CE
VI CLATION OF THI S ORDER
| S SUBJECT TO PROCEEDI NG
FOR CONTEMPT OF COURT
PURSUANT TO RCW 13. 34. 070.

(8) If aparty to be served with a summons can be found within the
state, the summons shall be served upon the party personally as soon as
possible following the filing of the petition, but in no case |ater
than fifteen court days before the fact-finding hearing, or such tine
as set by the court. |If the party is wthin the state and cannot be
personally served, but the party’'s address is known or can wth
reasonabl e di |l i gence be ascertai ned, the summons nay be served upon t he
party by mailing a copy thereof by certified mail as soon as possible
following the filing of the petition, but in no case later than fifteen
court days before the hearing, or such tine as set by the court. If a
party other than the child is without the state but can be found or the
address is known, or can with reasonable diligence be ascertained,
service of the sunmmons may be nmade either by delivering a copy thereof
to the party personally or by mailing a copy thereof to the party by
certified mail at | east ten court days before the fact-finding hearing,
or such tinme as set by the court.

(9) Service of summobns may be nade under the direction of the
court by any person eighteen years of age or older who is not a party
to the proceedings or by any law enforcenent officer, probation
counsel or, or departnent of social and health services social worker.

(10) In any proceedi ng brought under this chapter where the court
knows or has reason to know that the child involved is a nenber of an
Indian tribe, notice of the pendency of the proceeding shall also be
sent by registered mail, return receipt requested, to the child s
tribe. If the identity or |ocation of the tribe cannot be determ ned,
such notice shall be transmtted to the secretary of the interior of
the United States.

Sec. 14. RCW 13. 34. 130 and 1997 c 280 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

|f, after a fact-finding hearing pursuant to RCW13. 34. 110, it has
been proven by a preponderance of the evidence that the child is

E3SSB 5278 p. 8
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dependent within the nmeani ng of RCW 13. 34. 030; after consideration of
the predisposition report prepared pursuant to RCW13. 34. 110 and after
a disposition hearing has been held pursuant to RCW 13.34.110, the
court shall enter an order of disposition pursuant to this section.

(1) The court shall order one of the foll ow ng di spositions of the
case:

(a) Order a disposition other than renoval of the child fromhis
or her home, which shall provide a program designed to alleviate the
i mredi at e danger to the child, to mtigate or cure any danmage the child
has al ready suffered, and to aid the parents so that the child wll not
be endangered in the future. 1In selecting a program the court should
choose those services that least interfere wth famly autonony,
provided that the services are adequate to protect the child.

(b) Order that the child be renmoved from his or her honme and
ordered into the custody, control, and care of a relative or the
departnent of social and health services or a licensed child placing
agency for placenent in a foster famly honme or group care facility
i censed pursuant to chapter 74.15 RCWor in a honme not required to be
licensed pursuant to chapter 74.15 RCW Unless there is reasonable
cause to believe that the safety or welfare of the child would be
j eopardi zed or that efforts to reunite the parent and child wll be
hi ndered, such child shall be placed with a person who is related to
the child as defined in RCW74. 15. 020(4) (a) and with whomthe child has
arelationship and is confortable, and who is willing and available to
care for the child. Placenent of the child with a relative under this
subsection shall be given preference by the court. An order for out-
of - hone pl acenent may be nade only if the court finds that reasonabl e
efforts have been made to prevent or elimnate the need for renoval of
the child fromthe child s hone and to make it possible for the child
to return hone, specifying the services that have been provided to the
child and the child s parent, guardian, or |egal custodian, and that
preventive services have been offered or provided and have failed to
prevent the need for out-of-hone placenent, unless the health, safety,
and welfare of the child cannot be protected adequately in the hone,
and that:

(1) There is no parent or guardian available to care for such
chi l d;

p. 9 E2SHB 5278
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(1i) The parent, guardian, or legal custodian is not willing to
take custody of the child;

(ti1) The court finds, by clear, cogent, and convincing evi dence,
a mani fest danger exists that the child wll suffer serious abuse or
neglect if the child is not renoved fromthe honme and an order under
RCW 26. 44. 063 woul d not protect the child from danger; or

(1v) The extent of the child s disability is such that the parent,
guardi an, or legal custodian is unable to provide the necessary care
for the child and the parent, guardian, or |legal custodian has
determ ned that the child would benefit from placenent outside of the
hone.

(2) If the court has ordered a child renmoved fromhis or her hone
pursuant to subsection (1)(b) of this section, the court may order that
a petition seeking termnation of the parent and child relationship be
filed if the court finds it is recommended by the supervising agency,
that it is in the best interests of the child and that it is not
reasonable to provide further services to reunify the famly because
the existence of aggravated circunstances nmake it unlikely that
services wll| effectuate the return of the childto the child s parents
in the near future. I n determ ni ng whet her aggravated circunstances
exi st, the court shall consider one or nore of the foll ow ng:

(a) Conviction of the parent of rape of the child in the first,
second, or third degree as defined in RCW 9A 44.073, 9A 44.076, and
9A. 44. 079;

(b) Conviction of the parent of crimnal mstreatnent of the child
in the first or second degree as defined in RCW 9A 42.020 and
9A. 42. 030;

(c) Conviction of the parent of one of the follow ng assault
crinmes, when the child is the victim Assault in the first or second
degree as defined in RCW9A 36. 011 and 9A. 36. 021 or assault of a child
inthe first or second degree as defined in RCW9A. 36. 120 or 9A. 36. 130;

(d) Conviction of the parent of nmurder, mansl aughter, or hom ci de
by abuse of the child s other parent, sibling, or another child,;

(e) A finding by a court that a parent is a sexually violent
predator as defined in RCW71.09. 020;

(f) Failure of the parent to conpl ete avail abl e treatnment ordered
under this chapter or the equivalent |aws of another state, where such
failure has resulted in a prior termnation of parental rights to

E3SSB 5278 p. 10
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anot her child and the parent has failed to effect significant change in
the interin_

(g) The nother has given birth to three or nore drug-affected
infants, resulting in the departnent filing a petition under section 6
of this act.

(3) Whenever a child is ordered renoved fromthe child s honme, the
agency charged with his or her care shall provide the court with

(a) A permanency plan of care that shall identify one of the
followng outconmes as a primary goal and nay identify additional
outcones as alternative goals: Return of the child to the hone of the
child s parent, guardian, or |egal custodian; adoption; guardi anship;
or long-termrelative or foster care, until the child is age ei ghteen,
wth awitten agreenent between the parties and the care provider; and
i ndependent living, if appropriate and if the child is age sixteen or
ol der. \Whenever a permanency plan identifies independent living as a
goal, the plan shall also specifically identify the services that wll
be provided to assist the child to nake a successful transition from
foster care to independent |iving. Before the court approves
i ndependent living as a permanency plan of care, the court shall make
a finding that the provision of services to assist the child in making

a transition from foster care to independent living will allow the
child to manage his or her financial affairs and to nmanage his or her
personal, social, educational, and nonfinancial affairs. The
departnment shall not discharge a child to an independent |iving

situation before the child is eighteen years of age unless the child
becones emanci pated pursuant to chapter 13.64 RCW

(b) Unless the court has ordered, pursuant to subsection (2) of
this section, that a termnation petition be filed, a specific plan as
to where the child will be placed, what steps will be taken to return
the child hone, and what actions the agency wll take to maintain
parent-child ties. Al aspects of the plan shall include the goal of
achi evi ng pernmanence for the child.

(i) The agency plan shall specify what services the parents w il
be offered in order to enable themto resune custody, what requirenents
the parents nust neet in order to resune custody, and a tine limt for
each service plan and parental requirenent.

(i1) The agency shall be required to encourage t he maxi num par ent -
child contact possible, including regular visitation and participation

p. 11 E2SHB 5278
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by the parents in the care of the child while the child is in
pl acenent . Visitation may be |limted or denied only if the court
determ nes that such limtation or denial is necessary to protect the
child s health, safety, or welfare.

(tit) A child shall be placed as close to the child s hone as
possi bl e, preferably in the child s own nei ghborhood, unless the court
finds that placenment at a greater distance is necessary to pronote the
child s or parents’ well -being.

(iv) The agency charged with supervising a child in placenent
shal|l provide all reasonable services that are available within the
agency, or wiwthin the conmmunity, or those services which the depart nent
of social and health services has existing contracts to purchase. It
shall report to the court if it is unable to provide such services.

(c) If the court has ordered, pursuant to subsection (2) of this
section, that a termnation petition be filed, a specific plan as to
where the child will be placed, what steps will be taken to achieve
permanency for the child, services to be offered or provided to the
child, and, if visitation would be in the best interests of the child,
a recomrendation to the court regarding visitation between parent and
child pending a fact-finding hearing on the term nation petition. The
agency shall not be required to develop a plan of services for the
parents or provide services to the parents.

(4) If there is insufficient information at the time of the
di sposition hearing upon which to base a determ nation regarding the
suitability of a proposed placenent with a relative, the child shal
remain in foster care and the court shall direct the supervising agency
to conduct necessary background investigations as provided in chapter
74.15 RCW and report the results of such investigation to the court
within thirty days. However, if such relative appears otherw se
suitable and conpetent to provide care and treatnent, the crimna
hi st ory background check need not be conpl et ed before pl acenent, but as
soon as possible after placenent. Any placenents with relatives,
pursuant to this section, shall be contingent upon cooperation by the
relative wwth the agency case plan and conpliance with court orders
related to the care and supervision of the child including, but not
limted to, court orders regarding parent-child contacts and any ot her
conditions inposed by the court. Nonconpliance with the case plan or

E3SSB 5278 p. 12
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court order shall be grounds for renoval of the child from the
relative’s home, subject to review by the court.

(5) Except for children whose cases are reviewed by a citizen
revi ew board under chapter 13.70 RCW the status of all children found
to be dependent shall be reviewed by the court at |east every six
nmonths from the beginning date of the placenent episode or the date
dependency i s established, whichever is first, at a hearing in which it
shall be determ ned whether court supervision should continue. The
review shall include findings regarding the agency and parental
conpl etion of disposition plan requirenents, and if necessary, revised
permanency time limts.

(a) A child shall not be returned honme at the review hearing
unl ess the court finds that a reason for renoval as set forth in this
section no longer exists. The parents, guardian, or |egal custodian
shall report to the court the efforts they have nmade to correct the
conditions which led to renoval. If a child is returned, casework
supervision shall continue for a period of six nonths, at which tine
there shall be a hearing on the need for continued intervention.

(b) If the child is not returned honme, the court shall establish
in witing:

(1) Whether reasonabl e services have been provided to or offered
to the parties to facilitate reunion, specifying the services provided
or offered;

(1i) Whether the child has been placed in the |east-restrictive
setting appropriate to the child s needs, i ncluding whet her
consideration and preference has been given to placement with the
child s rel atives;

(1i1) Whether there is a continuing need for placenent and whet her
the placenent is appropriate,;

(1v) Wether there has been conpliance with the case plan by the
child, the child s parents, and the agency supervising the placenent;

(v) Whet her progress has been made toward correcting the probl ens
that necessitated the child s placenent in out-of-honme care;

(vi) Whether the parents have visited the child and any reasons
why visitation has not occurred or has been infrequent;

(vii) Whether additional services are needed to facilitate the
return of the child to the child s parents; if so, the court shall
order that reasonabl e services be offered specifying such services; and

p. 13 E2SHB 5278
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(viii) The projected date by which the child will be returned hone
or other permanent plan of care will be inplenented.

(c) The court at the review hearing may order that a petition
seeking termnation of the parent and child relationship be fil ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. The policy of the state of Washington is
to make every effort to detect as early as feasible and to prevent
where possible preventable disorders resulting from parental use of
al cohol and drugs.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 16. The departnent of health, in consultation
with appropriate nedical professionals, shall develop screening
criteriafor use inidentifying pregnant or |actating wonen addi cted to
drugs or alcohol who are at risk of producing a drug-affected baby.
The department shall also develop training protocols for nedical
professionals related to the identification and screening of wonen at
ri sk of producing a drug-affected baby.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 17. The departnment of health shall investigate
the feasibility of nedical protocols for |aboratory testing or other
screeni ng of newborn infants for exposure to al cohol or drugs. The
departnent of health shall consider how to inprove the current system
with respect to testing, considering such variables as whether such
testing is available, its cost, which entity is currently responsible
for ordering testing, and whether testing should be nmandatory or
t ar get ed.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 18. The departnent of health shall report to
the appropriate legislative conmttees on its findings under sections
17 and 18 of this act by Decenber 1, 1998.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 20. (1) The departnent of health, in
col | aboration wth the departnent of social and health services, shal
devel op a conprehensive plan for providing services to nothers who (a)
have delivered a drug or al cohol exposed or affected infant, and (b)
nmeet the definition of at-risk eligible persons in RCW 74.09. 790 and
who have a child up to three years of age. The services to be provided
by the plan will include those defined in RCW 74.09. 790. The pl an

E3SSB 5278 p. 14
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shal | provide for the coordination of services between the departnent’s
di vi sions, between other state agencies, and through conmunity based
prograns. The plan shall further provide recomendations to the
| egi slature for inplenmenting the plan and any alternative nethods for
addressing the needs of these nothers and their children.

(2) In developing the plan, the departnent of health shal
i nventory the community based prograns that may be accessed to provide
services to these nothers and their children; evaluate inplenenting
services for these nmothers through extension of the maternity care
access system and evaluate the fiscal inpact of the plan. In
performng the fiscal evaluation, the departnent wll calculate
potential |ong-termcost savings to the state resulting fromreduce use
of the nedical, juvenile justice, public assistance, and dependency
systens by children and nothers receiving services under the plan.

(3) The department shall submt a report describing the plan to
the appropriate commttees of the house of representatives and senate
by Novenber 1, 1998.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 21. Sections 16 through 20 of this act
constitute a new chapter in Title 70 RCW

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 22. Sections 1 through 7 and 9 through 15 of
this act take effect July 1, 1999.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 23. If specific funding for the purposes of
this act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not
provi ded by June 30, 1998, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act
is null and void. -

Correct the title.

EFFECT: Provides a new procedure for reporting drug affected
infants, for detaining these infants, for initiating a dependency
proceedi ng regarding the infants, and for directing nothers of the
infants into treatnment. Carifies that the shelter care hearing
in a dependency proceedings is stayed while the nother is in
treatnent. Permts a dependency court to find a child dependent
W thout first requiring reasonable efforts at reunifying the child
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with the nother if the nother has given birth to nore than 3 drug-
af fected i nfants. Directs the departnent of health to devel op
protocols for testing drug-exposed infants and for screening
pregnant wonen for risk of giving birth to drug-affected babies.
Al so directs the departnent to create a plan for providi ng support
services to these wonen and their children.
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