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5071-S AVH TALC HAUT 8

SSB 5071 - H AMD 509 ADOPTED 4-9-97

By Representative Tal cott
Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds the foll ow ng:

(1) The existing statutory provisions requiring an automatic
transfer of territory from one school district to another when a
city or town extends its boundaries through annexation of
uni ncorporated territory is archaic, and that such school district
transfers should not be automati c;

(2) Some current procedural requirenments unduly restrict the
ability of the state board of education to respond nore flexibly to
any given proposed transfer of territory;

(3) Consistent with the goal of growth managenent that public
services and facilities necessary to support devel opnent be
avai l able without a decrease in service levels, citizens should
have the opportunity to be heard on whether all land in a planned
community which includes industrial, comercial, and residential
sites should be in the sane school district; and

(4) The current laws and rules governing school district
organi zation are outdated and in need of a conprehensive review.

Sec. 2. RCW28A. 315.250 and 1985 ¢ 385 s 19 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Each i ncorporated city or town in the state shall be conprised
in one school district: PROVI DED, That nothing in this section
shal | be construed: (1) To prevent the extension of the boundaries
of a school district beyond the |limts of the city or town
contained therein, or (2) to prevent the inclusion of two or nore
i ncorporated cities or towns in a single school district, or (3) to
change or disturb the boundaries of any school district organized
prior to the incorporation of any city or town, except as hereafter
in this section provided.

In case all or any part of a school district that operates a
school or schools on one site only or operates elenentary school s
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only on two or nore sites is included in an incorporated city or
town through the extension of the limts of such city or town in
the manner provided by |aw, the ((educational—service—dist+iet
supertntendent—shall—(31)bPeelare)) regional conmttee may, inits
di scretion, prepare a proposal for transfer of any part or all of
the territory so included to ((be—a—part—of)) the school district
containing the city or town and (({2))). whenever a part of a
district so included contains a school building of the district,
(( present—to—the—regtonal—ecommttee—a—prepoesal)) for the
di sposition of any part or all of the remaining territory of the
district.

In case of the extension of the limts of a towm to include
territory lying in a school district that operates on nore than one
site one or nore elenentary schools and one or nore junior high
school s or high schools, the regional commttee ((shal)) may, in
its discretion, prepare a proposal or proposals for annexation to
t he school district in which the towm is |ocated any part or all of
the territory aforesaid which has been included in the town and for
annexation to the school district in which the town is |ocated or
to sonme other school district or districts any part or all of the
remaining territory of the school district affected by extension of
the limts of the town: PROVIDED, That where no school or schoo
site is located within the territory annexed to the town and not
| ess than seventy-five percent of the registered voters residing
within the annexed territory present a petition in witing for
annexation and transfer of said territory to the school district in
which the town is located, the educational service district
superintendent shall declare the territory so included to be a part
of the school district containing said town: PROVI DED FURTHER
That territory approved for annexation to a city or town by vote of
the electors residing therein prior to January 12, 1953, shall not
be subject to the provisions herein respecting annexation to a
school district or school districts: AND PROVI DED FURTHER, That
the provisions and procedural requirenents of this chapter as now
or hereafter anended not in conflict with or inconsistent with the
provi sions hereinabove in this section stated shall apply in the
case of any proposal or proposals (1) for the alteration of the
boundari es of school districts through and by neans of annexation
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of territory as aforesaid, and (2) for the adjustnent of the assets
and liabilities of the school districts involved or affected
t her eby.

In case of the incorporation of a city or town containing
territory lying in two or nore school districts or of the uniting
of two or nore cities or towns not |located in the sane school
district, the educational service district superintendent, except
where the i ncorporation or consolidation wuld affect a district or
districts of the first class, shall: (1) Order and declare to be
established in each such case a single school district conprising
all of the school districts involved, and (2) designate each such
district by nane and by a nunber different fromthat of any other
district in existence in the county.

The educational service district superintendent shall fix as
the effective date of any declaration or order required under this
section a date no later than the first day of Septenber next
succeedi ng the date of the issuance of such declaration or order.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.315.140 and 1990 c 33 s 300 are each amended to read as follows:

The powers and duties of the state board with respect to this chapter shall be:

(1) To aid regional committees in the performance of their duties by furnishing them with
plans of procedure, standards, data, maps, forms, and other necessary materials and services
essential to a study and understanding of the problems of school district organization in their
respective educational service districts.

(2) To receive, file, and examine the proposals and the maps, reports, records, and other
materials relating thereto submitted by regional committees and to approve such proposals and
so notify the regional committees when said proposals are found to provide for satisfactory
improvement in the school district system of the counties and the state and for an equitable
adjustment of the assets and liabilities, including bonded indebtedness and excess tax levies as
authorized under RCW 28A.315.110(2), of the school districts involved or affected:
PROVIDED, That whenever (( i i
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proposals are found by the state board to be unsatisfactory or inequitable, the board shall so
notify the regional committee and, upon request, assist the committee in making revisions which

revisions shall be resubmitted within sixty days after such notification for reconsideration and

approval or disapproval. The regiona committee may request, and the state board is authorized

to grant, an extension of the sixty days. The duration of the extension shall be set by the state

board. Implementation of state board-approved transfers of territory from one school district
to another school district shall become effective at the commencement of the next school year
unless an earlier or later implementation date is agreed upon in writing by the boards of

directors of the affected school districts and approved by the state board.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. (1) Onitsown motion, or in response to a petition

by a school district, the state board of education may modify the boundaries of two school
districts if one of the school districts includes territory located in a city or town with a
population of less than three thousand and one of the school districts borders a United States
military reservation or includes territory located in a United States military reservation. If a
petition is filed by such a school district, the state board must make a decision on the potential
modification of school district boundaries within ninety days of the filing of the petition. Prior
to making any decision on the modification of such boundaries, the state board of education shall
hold at least one local public hearing on the issue. The state board shall render a written
decision on any petition within ninety calendar days of the date the petition is filed that includes
its rationale for the decision.

(2) The state board of education shall report its written decision regarding actions taken
under this section to the house and senate education committees.

(3) This section shall expire June 30, 1999.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 5. (1) The joint legislative audit and
review commttee shall wundertake a conprehensive study of the
current | aws and state board of education’s rul es governing school
district organization. 1In conducting the study the commttee shall
seek i nput fromthe state board of education, the superintendent of
public instruction, the educational service districts, the regional
commttees on school district organization, the Washington state
school directors’ association, representatives of cities, towns,
and counties, and citizens.
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(2) The purpose of the study under subsection (1) is to
determine if the existing procedures and requirenents for school
di strict organi zation are adequate and appropri ate.

(3) The commttee shall submt a report on the study to the
| egi slature by January 12, 1998. The report shall include any
recommendations for statutory changes and shall indicate whether
the fundanental goal of the state’s school district organization
policy should be to support comrunity/nei ghborhood schools and
parental invol venent.

(4) Beginning the effective date of this act and t hrough June
30, 1998, there shall be a noratoriumon proposed changes to school
di strict boundaries that woul d be new proposals as of the effective
date of this act. Proposal s already submitted to a regiona
commttee and/or the state board of education shall not be affected
by the noratorium

(5) Section 4 of this act is not subject to the noratorium
under subsection (4) of this section. -

SSB 5071 - H AMD

By Representatives Talcott and Carrel

On page 1, line 2 of the title, after "extensions;" strike the
remai nder of the title and insert "amending RCW 28A. 315. 250;
amendi ng RCW 28A. 315. 140; and creating new sections."
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EFFECT: Several provisions are added regarding school district
boundary deci si ons:

U

An intent section is added that finds that the current
boundary decision process is archaic, that sone current
procedural requirenments restrict the flexibility of the state
board of education to respond to proposed transfers, that
citizens should have the opportunity to be heard on whet her
all land in a planned comunity should be in the same school
district, and that current school district organization | aws
are outdated and need review.

Current |law concerning the state board of education’s review
of r egi onal committee school district or gani zati on
recommendations is anended to allow for a |onger period of
review, if necessary.

A new section is added providing that onits own notion, or in
response to a petition by a school district, the state board
of education nust hear and my nodify school district
boundaries if one of the school districts includes territory
located inacity or towmn with a popul ation of | ess than three
t housand and one of the school districts borders a United
States mlitary reservation or includes territory in a United
States mlitary reservation. The state board nust report any
such cases and decisions to the |egislature. This section
expi res June 30, 1999.

A new section is added requiring the joint |egislative audit
and review commttee to conduct a study of school district
organi zation policies, laws, and rules, and report findings to
the legislature by January 12, 1998.

A new section is added providing a noratorium on proposed
changes to school district boundaries fromthe date on which
the act becones effective through June 30, 1998, with the
foll ow ng exceptions: (1) school district boundary proposals
involving a school district in a city or towm wth a
popul ation of |less than three thousand and a school district
wth territory located in or adjacent to a mlitary
reservation; and (2) pre-existing transfer proposals.



