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2848-S AMH MORR 6

SHB 2848 - H AVDS 878 FAI LED 2- 13-98
By Representative __

On page 1, strike everything after the enacting clause and i nsert
the foll ow ng:

Sec. 1. RCW 28A.630.885 and 1997 ¢ 268 s 1 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The Washington comm ssion on student learning is hereby
established. The primary purposes of the comm ssion are to identify
t he know edge and skills all public school students need to know and be
able to do based on the student |earning goals in RCW28A. 150. 210, to
devel op student assessnent and school accountability systens, to revi ew
current school district data reporting requirenents and make
recomendations on what data is necessary for the purposes of
accountability and neeting state information needs, and to take other
steps necessary to devel op a performance-based education system The
conmmi ssion shall include three nenbers of the state board of educati on,
t hree nmenbers appointed by the governor before July 1, 1992, and five
menbers appointed no later than June 1, 1993, by the governor elected
in the Novenber 1992 el ection. The governor shall appoint a chair from
the comm ssion nenbers, and fill any vacancies in gubernatorial
appoi ntnents that may occur. The state board of education shall fill
any vacancies of state board of education appoi ntnents that may occur.
I n maki ng the appoi ntnents, educators, business |eaders, and parents
shall be represented, and nomnations from state-w de education,
busi ness, and parent organi zations shall be requested. Efforts shal
be made to ensure that the comm ssion reflects the racial and ethnic
diversity of the state’s K-12 student population and that the mgjor
geographic regions in the state are represented. Appointees shall be
qualified individuals who are supportive of educational restructuring,
who have a positive record of service, and who will devote sufficient
time to the responsibilities of the conmssion to ensure that the
obj ectives of the conmm ssion are achieved.

(2) The comm ssion shall establish advisory committees.
Menmbership of the advisory commttees shall include, but not
necessarily be |imted to, professionals from the office of the

superintendent of public instruction and the state board of educati on,
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and other state and |ocal educational practitioners and student
assessnent specialists.

(3) The commssion, wth the assistance of the advisory
comm ttees, shall:

(a) Devel op essential academ c | earning requirenents based on the
student | earning goals in RCW28A. 150. 210. Essential academ c | earning
requi renents shall be devel oped, to the extent possible, for each of
t he student | earning goals in RCW28A. 150. 210. Goal s one and two shal
be considered primary. Essential academ c |earning requirenents for
RCW 28A. 150. 210(1), goal one, and the mathematics conponent of RCW
28A. 150. 210(2), goal two, shall be conpleted no later than March 1,
1995. Essential academc |learning requirenents that incorporate the
remai nder of RCW 28A. 150. 210 (2), (3), and (4), goals two, three, and
four, shall be conpleted no later than March 1, 1996. To the naxi mum

extent possible, the comm ssion shall integrate goal four and the
knowl edge and skill areas in the other goals in the devel opnent of the
essential academ c | earning requirenents;

(b)(i) The comm ssion shall present to the state board of

education and superintendent of public instruction a state-w de
academ c assessnent systemfor use in the el enentary, mddl e, and high
school years designed to determne if each student has nastered the
essential academic learning requirenents identified in (a) of this
subsection. The academ c assessnent systemshall include a variety of
assessnment nethods, including criterion-referenced and performance-
based neasures. Performance standards for determning if a student has
successfully conpl eted an assessnent shall be initially determ ned by
the comm ssion in consultation with the advisory conmttees required in
subsection (2) of this section.

(i1) The assessnent system shall be designed so that the results
under the assessnent systemare used by educators as tools to eval uate
instructional practices, and to initiate appropriate educational
support for students who have not nastered the essential academc
learning requirements at the appropriate periods in the student’s
educati onal devel opnent.

(ii1) Assessnents neasuring the essential academc |earning
requi renents devel oped for RCW 28A 150.210(1) and the mathematics
conponent of RCW28A. 150.210(2) referred to in this section as readi ng,
witing, comunications, and mathematics shall be developed and
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initially inplenmented by the comm ssion before transferring the
assessnent systemto the superintendent of public instruction on June
30, 1999. The elenentary assessnents for reading, witing,
communi cations, and mathematics shall be available for use by school
districts no later than the 1996-97 school year, the mddle school
assessnment no |ater than the 1997-98 school year, and the high school
assessment no later than the 1998-99 school year, unless the
| egi slature takes action to delay or prevent inplenentation of the
assessnment system and essential academc learning requirenents.
Assessnents neasuring the essential academc |earning requirenents
devel oped for the science conponent of RCW28A. 150. 210(2) at the m ddl e
school and hi gh school |evels shall be available for use by districts
no later than the ((2998-99))1999-2000 school year unless the
| egi slature takes action to delay or prevent inplenentation of the
assessnment system and essential academ c |earning requirenents.

The conpl eted assessnents and assessnents still in devel opnent
shall be transferred to the superintendent of public instruction by
June 30, 1999, wunless the Ilegislature takes action to delay
i npl enmentati on of the assessnent systemand essenti al academ c | earni ng
requirenents. The superintendent shall continue the devel opnent of
assessnments on the follow ng schedul e: The history, civics, and
geogr aphy assessnents at the mddle and high school |evels shall be
avail abl e for use by districts no |ater than [the] 2000-01 school year;
the arts assessnent for mddle and high school Ievels shall be
avai l abl e for use by districts no later than [the] 2000-01 school year;
and the health and fitness assessnents for mddle and high school
| evel s shall be available no |ater than the 2001-02 school year. The
el ementary science assessnent shall be available for use by districts
not later than the 2001-02 school year. The conmm ssion or the
superi nt endent, as applicable, shal | upon request, provi de
opportunities for the education commttees of the house of
representatives and the senate to review the assessnents and proposed
nmodi fications to the essential academ c |earning requirenents before
the nodifications are adopted. By Decenber 15, 1998, the comm ssion on
student l|earning shall reconmend to the appropriate commttees of the
|l egislature a revised tineline for inplenenting these assessnents and
when the school districts should be required to participate. Al
school districts shall be required to participate in the history,
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civics, geography, arts, health, fitness, and elenmentary science
assessnents in the third year after the assessnents are available to
school districts.

To the maxi num extent possible, the comm ssion shall integrate
knowl edge and skill areas in devel opnent of the assessnents.

(1v) Assessnents for goals three and four of RCW28A. 150. 210 shal
be integrated in the essential academic |earning requirenents and
assessnments for goals one and two. Before the 1997-98 school year, the
el enentary assessnent systemin reading, witing, conmmunications, and
mat hematics shall be optional. School districts that desire to
partici pate before the 1997-98 school year shall notify the conmm ssion
on student learning in a manner determned by the conm ssion.
Beginning in the 1997-98 school year, school districts shall be
required to participate in the elenentary assessnent system for
readi ng, witing, communi cations, and mat hematics. Before the 2000-01
school year, participation by school districts in the mddle school and
hi gh school assessnment system for reading, witing, comunications,
mat hematics, and science shall be optional. School districts that
desire to participate before the 1998-99 school year shall notify the
conmi ssi on on student | earning in a manner determ ned by the comm ssion
on student | earning. Schools that desire to participate after the
1998-99 school vyear, shall notify the superintendent of public
instruction in a manner determ ned by the superintendent. Beginning in
t he 2000-01 school year, all school districts shall be required to
participate in the assessnent system for reading, writing,
communi cati ons, mathematics, and science.

(v) The comm ssion on student |earning may nodify the essenti al
academc learning requirenents and the assessnents for reading,
writing, conmunications, mathematics, and science, as needed, before
June 30, 1999. The comm ssion shall, upon request, provide
opportunities for the education commttees of the house of
representatives and the senate to review the assessnents and proposed
nmodi fications to the essential academ c |earning requirenents before
the nodifications are adopted.

(vi) The comm ssion shall develop assessnents that are directly
related to the essential academ c |earning requirenents, and are not
bi ased toward persons with different learning styles, racial or ethnic
backgrounds, or on the basis of gender;
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(c) After a determnation is made by the state board of education
t hat the hi gh school assessnent systemhas been i npl enented and that it
is sufficiently reliable and valid, successful conpletion of the high
school assessnent shall lead to a certificate of mastery. The
certificate of mastery shall be obtained by nost students at about the
age of sixteen, and is evidence that the student has successfully
mast ered the essential academ c | earning requirenments during his or her
educational career. The certificate of mastery shall be required for
graduation but shall not be the only requirenment for graduation. The
commi ssion shall make recomendations to the state board of education
regarding the rel ationship between the certificate of mastery and hi gh
school graduation requirenents. Upon achieving the certificate of
mastery, schools shall provide students with the opportunity to pursue
career and educational objectives through educational pathways that
enphasi ze integration of academ c and vocational educati on.
Educati onal pat hways may i nclude, but are not limted to, prograns such
as work-based learning, school-to-work transition, tech prep
vocational -techni cal education, running start, and preparation for
techni cal college, community college, or university education

(d) Consider mnmethods to address the unique needs of special
education students when devel oping the assessnents in (b) and (c) of
this subsection

(e) Consider nethods to address the uni que needs of highly capable
students when developing the assessnents in (b) and (c) of this
subsecti on;

(f) Devel op recommendations on the time, support, and resources,
i ncl udi ng techni cal assistance, needed by schools and school districts
to hel p students achieve the essential academ c | earni ng requirenents.
These recommendations shall include an estimate for the |egislature,
superintendent of public instruction, and governor on t he expected cost
of inplenenting the academ c assessnent system

(g) Develop recomendations for consideration by the higher
education coordinating board for adopting college and university
entrance requirenents for public school students that are consistent
with the essential academic |earning requirenents and the certificate
of mastery;

(h) Reviewcurrent school district data reporting requirenents for
the purposes of accountability and neeting state information needs.
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The conm ssion on student | earning shall report recomendations to the
joint select commttee on education restructuring by Septenber 15
1996, on:

(1) What data is necessary to conpare how school districts are
perform ng before the essential academ c | earning requirenents and t he
assessnent system are inplemented with how school districts are
performng after the essential academ c |earning requirenents and the
assessnment system are inplenented; and

(11) What data is necessary pertaining to school district reports
under the accountability systens devel oped by t he comm ssi on on st udent
| earni ng under this section;

(1) Recommend to the legislature, governor, state board of
education, and superintendent of public instruction:

(1) A state-wide accountability system to nonitor and eval uate
accurately and fairly at el enentary, m ddl e, and hi gh school s the | evel
of learning occurring in individual schools and school districts with
regard to the goals included in RCW28A. 150. 210 (1) through (4). The
accountability systemnust assess each school individually against its
own baseline, schools with simlar characteristics, and school s st ate-
w de. The system shall include school-site, school district, and
state-level accountability reports;

(i1) A school assistance program to help schools and school
districts that are having difficulty helping students neet the
essential academ c | earning requirenents as neasured by perfornmance on
the el enmentary, m ddle school, and high school assessnents;

(1i1) A systemto intervene in schools and school districts in
whi ch significant nunbers of students persistently fail to |earn the
essential academc learning requirenents or neet the standards
established for the elenentary, mddle school, and high school
assessnents; and

(1v) An awards programto provide incentives to school staff to
hel p their students | earn the essential academ c | earni ng requi renents,
w th each school being assessed individually against its own baseline,
schools with simlar characteristics, and the state-w de average.
I ncentives shall be based on the rate of percentage change of students
achi eving the essential academ c | earning requi renents and progress on
nmeeting the state-w de average. School staff shall determ ne how the
awards wi Il be spent.
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The comm ssion shall nake recommendati ons regarding a state-w de
accountability systemfor reading in grades kindergarten through four
by Novenber 1, 1997. Recommendations for an accountability systemin
the other subject areas and grade l|levels shall be nade no later than
June 30, 1999,

(j) Report annually by Decenber 1st to the legislature, the
governor, the superintendent of public instruction, and the state board
of education on the progress, findings, and reconmmendations of the
conmm ssi on; and

(k) Make recommendations to the | egislature and take ot her actions
necessary or desirable to help students neet the student | earning
goal s.

(4) The comm ssion shall coordinate its activities with the state
board of education and the office of the superintendent of public
i nstruction.

(5) The conm ssion shall seek advice broadly fromthe public and
all interested educational organizations in the conduct of its work,
i ncl udi ng hol di ng periodic regional public hearings.

(6) The conm ssion shall select an entity to provide staff support
and the office of the superintendent of public instruction shall
provi de adm nistrative oversight and be the fiscal agent for the
conmi ssion. The conmm ssion may direct the office of the superintendent
of public instruction to enter into subcontracts, wthin the
comm ssion’s resources, wth school districts, teachers, higher
education faculty, state agencies, business organi zati ons, and ot her
individuals and organizations to assist the conmmssion in its
del i berati ons.

(7) Menbers of the commission shall be reinbursed for trave
expenses as provided in RCW43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(8)(a) By Septenmber 30, 1997, the comm ssion on student | earning,
the state board of education, and the superintendent of public
instruction shall jointly present reconmendations to the education
comm ttees of the house of representatives and the senate regardi ng t he
hi gh school assessnents, the certificate of mastery, and high schoo
graduation requirenents.

In preparing recommendations, the conmm ssion on student | earning
shal | convene an ad hoc working group to address questions, including:
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(1) What type of docunent shall be used to identify student
per formance and achi evenent and how will the docunent be descri bed?
(i1) Should the students be required to pass the high school

assessnments in all skill and content areas, or only in select skill and
content areas, to graduate?
(tit) How wll the criteria for establishing the standards for

passi ng scores on the assessnents be determ ned?

(1v) What tineline should be used in phasing-in the assessnents as
a graduation requirenment?

(v) What options may be used in denonstrating how the results of
the assessnents will be displayed in a way that is neaningful to
students, parents, institutions of higher education, and potenti al
enpl oyer s?

(vi) Are there other or additional nmethods by which the
assessnents coul d be used to identify achi evenent such as endor senents,
standards of proficiency, nerit badges, or |evels of achievenent?

(vii) Should the assessnents and certificate of mastery be used to
satisfy college or wuniversity entrance criteria for public school
students? |If yes, how should these nethods be phased-in?

(b) The ad hoc working group shall report its recomendations to
the comm ssion on student |earning, the state board of education, and
the superintendent of public instruction by June 15, 1997. The
commi ssion shall report the ad hoc working group’s recommendations to
t he education conmttees of the house of representatives and senate by
July 15, 1997. Final recomrendati ons of the comm ssion on student
| earning, the state board of education, and the superintendent of
public instruction shall be presented to the education commttees of
t he house of representatives and the senate by Septenber 30, 1997.

(9) The Washi ngton conm ssi on on student | earning shall expire on
June 30, 1999. -

On page 1, line 2 of the title, after learning;— strike the
remai nder of the title and insert and anendi ng 28A. 630. 885. —

EFFECT: The Conm ssion on Student Learning nust make the m ddle
school and hi gh school science assessnents avail able no | ater that
t he 1999- 2000 school year. Al other provisions of the bill are

CPR - 8-



2848-S AMH MORR 6

r enoved.



