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Brief Description: Changing the timelines for development and implementation of the
student assessment system.

Sponsors: By House Committee on Education (originally sponsored by Representatives
Brumsickle and B. Thomas; by request of Joint Select Committee on Education
Restructuring, Board of Education and Commission on Student Learning).

House Committee on Education
Senate Committee on Ways & Means

Background: The Commission on Student Learning (commission) was created by the
Legislature in 1992 to identify the knowledge and skills needed by all public school
students to develop student assessment and school accountability systems, and to take
other steps necessary to improve student learning in the state.

The assessments developed by the commission for all grade levels must be available
for reading, writing, communication, and mathematics for voluntary use by school
districts in the 1996-97 school year, unless the Legislature takes action to prevent or
delay implementation of the assessments. The assessments developed for all grade
levels for the social sciences, physical and life sciences, civics, history, geography,
arts, health, and fitness are required to be available for voluntary use by the 1998-99
school year. All school districts will be required to administer the assessments
beginning in the 2000-2001 school year.

Once the state Board of Education finds that the high school assessments are valid and
reliable, successful completion of the high school assessments will lead to a
"Certificate of Mastery," which is required to graduate from high school.

Summary:

Reading, writing, communications, and mathematics. The timeline for the voluntary
implementation of the assessments being developed by the Commission on Student
Learning for reading, writing, communications, and mathematics is modified.

The initial voluntary implementation of these assessments in the elementary grades is
not changed from the 1996-97 school year. The assessments for the middle grades
are postponed one school year, from the 1996-97 school year until the 1997-98 school
year. The assessments for the high school grades are postponed two years, from the
1996-97 school year until the 1998-99 school year.
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Assessments in elementary grades. The implementation of the science assessment in
the elementary grades is not changed. The elementary grade assessments in history,
civics, geography, health, fitness, and the arts are made voluntary. The voluntary
assessments are to be classroom-based. The state Board of Education is to make
recommendations to the Legislature in 2001 as to whether state-level assessments in
these content areas should be required.

Goal 2 (except math) timeline. The Commission on Student Learning is directed to
recommend to the Legislature a revised timeline for assessments in science, history,
civics, geography, health, fitness, and the arts by December 15, 1996.

Certificate of Mastery. A provision is removed that requires a student to achieve a
"Certificate of Mastery" to graduate from high school. However, the state Board of
Education and the Commission on Student Learning are directed to make
recommendations regarding the implementation timeline for the certificate, and
whether it should be reinstated as a graduation requirement or be used in other ways
to raise standards in schools and for students. The initial recommendations to the
Legislature from the board and the commission are due by December 15, 1996. The
certificate is not to be a graduation requirement unless legislation is enacted making it
a graduation requirement.

Approval of "essential academic learning requirements." The Commission on Student
Learning is authorized to modify the "essential academic learning requirements," as
needed, after the learning requirements are initially adopted.

Votes on Final Passage:

House 91 0
Senate 44 5
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