
HOUSE BILL REPORT

HB 1911
As Passed Legislature

Title: An act relating to the location of fire protection
districts in newly incorporated cities and towns.

Brief Description: Regulating fire protection districts in
newly incorporated cities and towns.

Sponsors: Representatives Zellinsky, Reams and H. Myers.

Brief History:
Reported by House Committee on:

Local Government, March 1, 1993, DP;
Passed House, March 12, 1993, 98-0;
Amended by Senate;
Passed Legislature, April 20, 1993, 97-0.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 12 members:
Representatives H. Myers, Chair; Bray, Vice Chair;
Edmondson, Ranking Minority Member; Reams, Assistant Ranking
Minority Member; Dunshee; R. Fisher; Horn; Rayburn; Romero;
Springer; Van Luven; and Zellinsky.

Staff: Steve Lundin (786-7127).

Background: The incorporation of a city or town involves
several steps over an extended period of time, including,
the filing of a petition calling for the incorporation, an
election on the incorporation, a primary to nominate
candidates for the initial elected positions, an election to
elect the initial elected officials, an interim transition
period, and the official date of incorporating the city or
town.

During the interim transition period, a fire protection
district may annex all of the newly incorporated city or
town, effective immediately upon the official incorporation
of the new city or town. If such an annexation does not
occur, territory in the city or town is removed from any
fire protection district at the official date of
incorporation. The newly incorporated city or town could
create its own fire department or contract with another city
or town, or a fire protection district, for the provision of
fire suppression services.
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A ballot proposition is submitted to the voters of a city or
town authorizing a fire protection district to annex the
city or town, if the annexation is approved by both the
board of fire commissioners and the city or town council.
If the annexation is approved by city or town voters, the
fire protection district imposes its tax levies throughout
its boundaries, including the city or town, and the levy
rate of the city or town is reduced to the lesser of either
$3.60 per $1,000 of assessed valuation, less the levy rate
of the fire protection district, or whatever the rate of
regular property taxes the city or town could have imposed
without the annexation.

Summary of Bill: A newly incorporated city or town is
deemed to have been annexed by the fire protection district
or districts that are located in the incorporated area
unless, prior to the city’s or town’s official date of
incorporation, the city or town council adopts a resolution
precluding these annexations.

The newly incorporated city or town remains in the fire
protection district or districts during the remainder of the
year of the city’s or town’s official date of incorporation,
or through the following year if this extension is approved
by resolution of the council and board or boards of fire
commissioners. After this date, the city or town is removed
from the fire protection district or districts. However,
the city or town could annex to a fire protection district
under other provisions of law.

While a fire protection district remains in existence in a
city or town, laws are held in abeyance that: (1) provide
for a distribution of the district’s assets to the city or
town if the city or town annexes or incorporates a certain
percentage of the district’s assessed valuation; and (2)
preclude the imposition of a fire protection district’s tax
levies if the entire fire protection district is included
within a newly incorporated city or town.

A city or town acquires a proportionate share of a fire
protection district’s liabilities when the city or town
acquires the district’s assets as a result of annexing or
incorporating territory that constitutes 60 percent or more
of the district’s assessed valuation.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in
which bill is passed.
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Testimony For: This will allow a fire district to remain in
the city for one year without a vote of the people being
necessary.

Testimony Against: None.

Witnesses: Peter Spiller, Washington Fire Commissioners
Association.
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