FINAL BILL REPORT
SB 5528
CollL 9
SYNOPSIS AS ENACTED

Brief Description: Allowing local literacy programs for
children.

SPONSORS:Senators Rinehart, Bailey, Murray and Erwin.
SENATE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

BACKGROUND:

In 1990 the Legislature created the Learn-in Libraries
program. The pilot program was designed to provide grants to
libraries for after school programs to school-age children to
increase literacy, improve reading skills, and provide
homework assistance. The program is scheduled to expire June
30, 1991. Fifty thousand dollars was appropriated. Grants
were provided to Spokane Public Library and the Milton
Memorial Library. In Spokane, attendance for one library
increased 477 percent from a total of 89 children to 514 in
the first month. Both communities have found the program to
be very successful.

SUMMARY:

The Learn-in Libraries program is extended. The State Library
Commission is authorized to provide grants to local libraries
to develop and implement learn-in-library programs that
provide after school and vacation programs for children.

The State Library Commission is also authorized to provide
grants to libraries to develop innovative programs for
children throughout the year. Cooperation with school
districts is encouraged.

The purpose of both types of grants is to increase literacy,
encourage reading, promote reading readiness, and improve

reading and other learning skills. Use of older adult
volunteers and other community volunteer resources is
encouraged.

The expiration date is repealed.

A report to the Legislature is required by December 1, 1991.
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VOTES ON FINAL PASSAGE:
Senate 46 0

House 97 0 (House amended)
Senate 46 0 (Senate concurred)
EFFECTIVE: July 28, 1991
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