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Synopsis As Enacted

Brief Description: Allowing high school graduation
requirements to satisfy coursework requirements for
undergraduate admissions.

By House Committee on Higher Education (originally
sponsored by Representatives Dorn, Ferguson, Jacobsen,
Orr, Grant, Roland, Rasmussen, Winsley, Broback and
Rayburn).

House Committee on Higher Education
Senate Committee on Higher Education

Background: The Higher Education Coordinating BoardBackground:Background:
establishes minimum admission standards for the four-year
universities and college. The standards include a required
number of high school courses in six core areas that each
high school student must take before the student’s freshman
year in college. The institutions may require additional
courses. The board’s standards do not apply to students
entering a community college.

The courses required in core areas include four years of
English, three years of social studies, two years of a
foreign language, and three years of mathematics. Also
required are two years of science, with at least one of
those a laboratory science, and one year of either a fine,
visual or performing art, or a college prep elective from
another core area. Within those core areas, various types
of courses are either required or recommended.

In addition to the courses that meet current requirements in
each core area, the board has created a process for
approving additional courses that will meet the
requirements. The board has delegated the responsibility
for course approval to the Interinstitutional Committee of
Records and Admissions Officers (ICORA). ICORA is in the
process of refining its procedure for reviewing high school
courses that do not meet current requirements.

The current standards are based on traditional subject
matter delivered through traditional methods, e.g. carnegie
units. As high school curriculum is reformed, personnel in
the K-12 system want to be assured that the procedure for
approving high school coursework will be revised to
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recognize the reformed methods of delivering that
coursework. Some of these reforms include interdisciplinary
classes, equivalency classes, measuring student
competencies, and a curriculum that combines vocational and
academic instruction.

Summary: By May 15, 1991, the Higher Education CoordinatingSummary:Summary:
Board, the state Board of Education, and the superintendent
of public instruction will convene a task force. The
purpose of the task force is to recommend a process for
evaluating and accepting a student’s high school coursework
for entrance into a college or university.

The task force is to design the process to accomplish six
goals of the process are described. The process should give
college freshmen a reasonable assurance that their high
school coursework has prepared them to succeed in college,
and should recognize the changing nature of high school
crediting and instruction. The process should also
recognize and award appropriate credit for measurable
student competencies, and for curriculum and competencies
learned in a variety of ways. In addition, the process
should achieve decisions in a reasonable amount of time,
and, under special circumstances, provide for on site
reviews, and for an appeal process.

By December 20, 1991, the Higher Education Coordinating
Board and the superintendent of public instruction will
report their recommendations to the governor and the House
and Senate Higher Education and Education committees. If
the agencies are unable to reach agreement on a process, the
report may include areas of agreement and disagreement.

The bill declares an emergency and takes effect immediately.

Votes on Final Passage:Votes on Final Passage:Votes on Final Passage:

House 98 0
Senate 47 0 (Senate amended)
House 94 0 (House concurred)

Effective: May 16, 1991Effective:Effective:
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