HOUSE BILL REPORT

SSB 5031
As Reported By House Committee on:
Judiciary
Title: An act relating to community involvement in stopping

crime through creation of a Crime Stoppers assistance
office.

Brief Description: Creating a crime stoppers assistance
office.
Sponsor(s): Senate Committee on Law & Justice (originally

sponsored by Senators Nelson, Madsen, Thorsness, Talmadge,
Rasmussen, Oke, Gaspard, A. Smith, Snyder, Wojahn and
Johnson; by request of Attorney General).

Brief History:
Reported by House Committee on:
Judiciary, March 22, 1991, DPA.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON
JUDICIARY

Majority Report: Do pass as amended. Signed by 13 members:
Representatives Ludwig, Vice Chair; Padden, Ranking Minority

Member; Paris, Assistant Ranking Minority Member; Broback;

Hargrove; Inslee; R. Meyers; Mielke; Riley; Scott;

D. Sommers; Tate; and Vance.

Staff: Pat Shelledy (786-7149).

Background: Crime Stoppers is a community based program
that joins law enforcement, the community, and the media in
an alliance to generate public awareness and assistance in
solving crimes. In the 1990 supplemental budget, the
Legislature appropriated $200,000 to the attorney general

for grants to local governments for the operating expenses
of Crime Stoppers. The attorney general was required to
seek a geographic distribution of the grants and could
require locals to provide matching funds. The Legislature
did not pass a bill that established a Crime Stoppers
assistance office in the Office of the Attorney General.

Summary of Amended Bill: The attorney general must

establish a Crime Stoppers assistance office to work in
conjunction with local Crime Stoppers organizations to
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design model Crime Stoppers programs and to provide training
and assistance.

The Crime Stoppers assistance office may make grants to
local law enforcement agencies or local jurisdictions with
Crime Stoppers programs. The attorney general will
determine if any matching funds should be required. Twenty-
five percent of the grants must be for training, public
awareness, and establishing new programs. The grants must
be used only for operating costs and not rewards. Law
enforcement agencies or local jurisdictions may not receive
more than one grant during the 1991-93 biennium. The grant
may be made either to start a program or expand an existing
program.

The attorney general must appoint an advisory council to
periodically review the Crime Stoppers programs and report
to the Legislature by January 1 of each year about the
programs’ administration and progress. The attorney general
may make rules to implement the program.

The act will terminate at the end of the biennium.

Amended Bill Compared to Original Bill: The intent section
is stricken. The restriction is added that limits grants to

one per program, either to start or expand the program. The
provision is added that the act will terminate at the end of

the biennium.

Fiscal Note: Not requested. A fiscal note was requested on
HB 1367, which is nearly identical to SSB 5031.

Effective Date of Amended Bill: Ninety days after
adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Testimony For: None.

Testimony Against: None.

Witnesses: None.
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