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Brief Description: Establishing the Washington internet crimes against children account.

Sponsors: Senate Committee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators Roach,
Pedersen, Kohl-Welles, Baumgartner, Padden, Darneille, Keiser, Benton and O'Ban).

Brief Summary of Second Substitute Bill

* Creates the Washington Internet Crimes Against Children Account administered by
the Criminal Justice Training Commission.

Hearing Date: 3/16/15
Staff: Derek Rutter (786-7157).
Background:

The Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force Program (ICAC Program) within the U.S.
Department of Justice (DOJ) helps state and local law enforcement agencies develop a response
to technology-facilitated child sexual exploitation and Internet crimes against children. This help
encompasses forensic and investigative components, training and technical assistance, victim
services, and community education.

The ICAC Program was developed in response to the increasing number of children and
teenagers using the Internet, the proliferation of child sexual abuse images available
electronically, and heightened online activity by predators seeking unsupervised contact with
potential underage victims. The DOJ's Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
created the ICAC Program under the authority of the federal fiscal year (FFY) 1998 Justice
Appropriations Act. The Providing Resources, Officers, and Technology to Eradicate Cyber
Threats to Our Children Act ("the PROTECT Act") of 2008 authorized the ICAC program
through FFY 2013.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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The ICAC Program is a national network of 61 coordinated task forces representing over 3,500
federal, state, and local law enforcement and prosecutorial agencies. These agencies are engaged
in both proactive and reactive investigations, forensic investigations, and criminal prosecutions.
The ICAC Program is administered in Washington through the Seattle Police Department.

Summary of Bill:

The Washington Internet Crimes Against Children Account (Account) is created in the custody of
the State Treasurer. All receipts from legislative appropriations, donations, gifts, grants, and
funds from federal or private sources must be deposited into the Account. Expenditures from the
Account must be used exclusively by the Washington Internet Crimes Against Children Task
Force and its affiliate agencies for combating internet-facilitated crimes against children,
promoting education on internet safety to the public and to minors, and rescuing child victims
from abuse and exploitation.

Only the Criminal Justice Training Commission (CJTC) or the CJTC's designee may authorize
expenditures from the Account, which are subject to allotment procedures but do not require a
legislative appropriation. The CJTC may enter into agreements with the Washington Association
of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs to administer grants and other activities funded by the Account and
be paid an administrative fee not to exceed 3 percent of expenditures.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Available.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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